Aug. 2, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


Hoard of Crade 


Vol. XXX.) August 2, 1900. [No. 192. 


All applications respecting subscription to the “Board 
of Trade Journal,’ or the purchase of single copies, 
should be addressed, in London, to Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, E.C.; 
in Edinburgh and Glasgow to Messrs. John Menzies & Co.; 
and in Dublin to Messrs. Hodges, Figgis & Co., Limited. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. 4 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of the 
Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 289—292. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


CANADA. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 

on Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 

Relating pay Curator of which Section further particulars 
may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries.—A firm of distillers and blenders in Scotland 
is open to appoint a Canadian resident agent for the sale of their 
Scotch whiskies. 

A. firm of merchants importing large quantities of box materials 
would like to hear from Canadian houses who can quote on 
specification. 

A Scotch firm is prepared to place an order for 1,000 gross 


cheap boards, cut to dimensions, suitable for cloth boards, and 
invites quotations. 


Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian company, about to embark 
upon the production of evaporated apples and other fruits on a 
large scale, asks to be placed in touch with reliable importers. 
They could also supply large quantities of apple jam. 
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RUSSIA—(SIBERIA.) 


The British Commercial Agent at St. Petersburg, in his recent 
: , report on the Trans-Siberian Railway, states 
"4 ™™ that, with regard to the openings likely to 
present themselves for British goods, first and 
foremost is machinery in its widest sense. The railway traversing 
Siberia, and its numerous present and future feeders, will at any 
time need rails and rolling stock; the seas and stupendous rivers 
will need shipping craft of every kind, from ice-breakers, dredgers 
and steamers to launches; the rich minerals, still buried or but 
primitively worked, will require boring, washing, and all the other 
varied mechanical appliances of the mining industry ; the corn- 
fields, agricultural implements ; the forests, sawmill machinery ; 
the bogs, peat-drying apparatus ; and, in general, labour-saving, 
time-saving, and scientific instruments of all kinds. These, 
and other kindred industrial works must need building material, 
electric light, and other electric plant, fire-saving appliances, 
&c. It should not be overlooked moreover, that British trade 
has America to compete with, as well as Europe, and American 
manufactories are already supplying materials and machinery fer 
the Manchurian Railway. (Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 
533.) 


FRANCE. 


A despatch, dated 25th ultimo, has been received at the Foreign 
New and Old Office from the Acting British Consul at 
Wine Casks Bordeaux. reporting that, in consequence of 

/ the anticipated abundant vintage for this year, 
the prices of new and old hogsheads have nearly doubled, as the 
following comparison shows. 

In July, 1899, the price for new casks was 9s. 3d., and for good 
second-hand casks the price was 7s. At the present time, new 
casks are fetching 14s. to 15s. apiece, and sound second-hand ones 
9s. 6d. to 10s.,and are very hard to get even at these prices, which, 
I am informed, are unprecedented. Wine growers and merchants 
in Bordeaux and districts are buying largely outside, especially as 
the stave merchants in Bordeaux have formed a syndicate to keep 
the prices up. 


SPAIN. 


The “Madrid Gazette” of 27th ult. contains an announcement 
that the monitor ‘ Puigcerda,” at present in 

Gale —.. the Admiralty Dock at Ferrol, is to be sold as 
vat she lies, with her machinery, boilers and 
principal equipment, particulars of which are given in a note 
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attached to the sheet of conditions which may be seen at the 
Secretariat of the Admiralty in Ferrol, at the upset price of 16,000 
pesetas, or about 500/. The date up to which Tenders may be 
received is to be notified later. 

The “ Gazette” containing the announcement may be seen at the 
Office of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


Referring to the notice from the “ Madrid Gazette” of 7th May, 

. which appeared in the “Board of Trade 
hae Journal ” of 10th idem, p. 253, no Tenders 
having been made for the electric tramway 
concession from the Puerto de Hierro to Aravaca and Pozuelo, the 
contract has been awarded to the original applicant, the Baron 
de Hortega. 


ITALY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
from H.M. Acting-Consul at Genoa, stating 


Tenders for 
that Tenders are invited by the Naval Arsenal 
Cotton Waste and at Spezia, not later than the 16th August next, 
_ Bags at 11 a.m., for the supply of cotton waste and 
ra, 


Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


H.M. Consul at Erzeroum reports that sewing machines from 
Openings for England are a new item in the imports at that 
Galen hens place, and find a ready sale. Small quantities 
Sustes of soap from England have also begun to 
“i appear in the market, and the demand will 

probably increase for cheap varieties. 

Goloshes and. mackintoshes have been introduced for the 
first time from Liverpool and have given satisfaction, displacing 
goods of shoddy materials and inferior manufacture. In fact a 
reaction seems to be commencing against these classes of goods 
which have for some time past filled the markets, but which are 
now being estimated at their true value by the people. 


a2 


; 
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Agricultural implements such as scythes, sickles, spades and 
shovels, are in considerable demand in Asiatic Turkey, and Great 
Britain might possibly replace Germany in these goods also. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,477.) 


CUBA. 


With reference to the changed condition of business in Cuba, 

a which has resulted from the abolition of the 

— +4 preferential Tariff in favour of Spain, H.M. 

. Consul-General at Havana, in his recent report, 

points out the following articles in which, besides dry goods, he 

thinks, when commercial conditions improve, British trade might be 

pushed with good prospects of success :—Machinery of all kinds, 

especially for sugar factories. British machinery has a good name 

in Cuba for durability, but it is not as widely used as it otherwise 
would be on account of being dearer than the American. 

Hardware, especially for builders’ purposes. 

Cheap boots and shoes, of which there is a large consumption 
in Cuba. 

Canned provisions, including condensed milk. 

Preserved meat. In view of the present high prices there might 
be an opening for Australian meat. 

British beer is highly esteemed, but the consumption is 
restricted owing to its high cost as compared to American beer. 

Fancy stationery. 

The Consul-General also remarks that general shops or stores, 
combining a wholesale with a retail business in a wide range of 
articles, would be profitable, as they would serve also to advertise 
new articles for which at present there is no demand through 
being quite unknown. It must, however, be borne in mind 
that it is not advisable to carry large stocks of goods of a 
delicate nature which are likely to be affected by the humidity of 
the air in the summer months. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 


2,473.) 


BRAZIL. 


The British Acting Consul-General at Rio reports that there is no 
— doubt a great field in Brazil for electric enter- 
Openings for prise in developing traction, lighting, and 


By ond industrial operations, the numerous watercourses 
—_— furnishing unusual facilities for generating 
wer. 


Quite recently a contract was placed with an American firm 
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for lighting the city of Juiz de Fora (Minas Geraes) by electricity. 
The contract includes 50 street arc and 100 incandescent lights, 
and a capacity for 4,000 lights of 16 candles each for private con- 
sumption. The power in this case will be derived from waterfalls 
distant 10 kilometres from the city. 

The “Société Anonyme du Gaz de Rio de Janeiro,” a Belgian 
company, has secured an extension of its privilege for lighting that 
city by gas to the year 1940, and by electricity to 1915. 

The distribution of electric current is to be subterranean and 
the system of lighting to be by arc lamps. The price for the first 
five years is fixed at 800 reis per kilowatt hour for the State and 
850 reis for private consumers. During the 10 subsequent years 
the prices will be reduced to 750 and 800 reis respectively. Pay- 
ment is to be made 50 per cent. in paper and 50 per cent. in gold. 

Recent experiments with the Auer light were very successful, 
and this system is now to be adopted in connection with street 
lighting. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2475.) 


In the same report of the British Acting Consul-General at Rio, 
Openings fer it is urged that British shipowners should note 
nm that there is an almost complete want of small 
epson or middle sized sailing vessels at ports on the 
P : Brazilian coast, say vessels of 300 to 700 tons 
dead weight, so much so that exporters have been obliged to ship by 
steamers cargoes for which sailers are preferred, as, for instance, 
salted hides for British and Continental ports for which very high 
freights would be paid, say 35s. per ton. For coffee, also for the 
South African ports, extremely high freights are paid, and a very 
brisk business is expected with these quarters as soon as peace is 
re-established. It is also stated that vessels loading 6,000 to 
10,000 bags (360 to 600 tons of 1,000 kilogs, each) will find em- 
ployment at freights of 600/. to 1,000/. or more. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,475.) 


i 
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TRADE AND SHIPPING OF THE TREATY PORTS OF 


THE YANGTZE-KIANG. 


- The following table, compiled from the Returns of Chinese 
Trade for the year 1899, which are issued by the Chinese Imperial 
Maritime Customs, is in continuation of the articles on the trade 
and shipping of the Treaty Ports of Northern China in the 
** Board of Trade Journal” for 19th ultimo, and to those on the 
trade and shipping of the Yangtze-Kiang, published in the “ Board 
of Trade Journal ” for May, 1898, and November, 1899. The net 
values of the imports (distinguishing foreign and native imports) 
of the Treaty Ports of the Yangtze for each of the years 1897-1899, 


were as follows :— 


1897. 1898, | 1899. 

Ports. 
Foreign. | Native. | Foreign. | Native. | Foreign. Native. 

| 

H. Taels. | H. Taels. | H. Taels. H. Taels. || H. Taels H. Taels. 
Shanghai... .| 31,725,393 | 10,941,193 |! 29,426,510 | 11,259,760 || 38,823,995 | 14,958,250 
Chinkiang ... 13,285,419 | 5,781,199 || 12,626,854 | 6,104,751 || 14,655,821 | 7,050,632 
Wuhu 3,700,373 | 1,955,867 || 3,913,420 | 2,230,057 6,945,668 | 2,727,829 
Kiuki 6,563,311 | 1,221,676 |} 6,852,783 | 2,020,129 7,924,471 | 1,584,362 
Hankow ...| 17,172,351] 8,007,897 || 16,019,721 | 6,798,073 || 21,666,827 | 8,071,839 
ee Oa 48.428 86,864 23,797 55,435 74,251 37,210 
Ichang ee a 647,902 722,528 || 490,282 285,015 1,589,737 1,482,704 
Chungking ... 8,443,947 2,776,171 || 7,966,682 3,573,427 13,075,176 3,884,702 
H. Taels| 81,587,124 | 31,493,395 | 77,320,049 | $2,126,647 || 104,755,946 | 39,797,528 
Total 12,323,000 4,757,000 10,799,000 4,635,000 15,768,000 5,990,000 


The total values of the native produce of local origin exported in 
the same three years from the Yangtze Ports were as follows :— 


Ports. 1897, 1898. 1899. 
H. Taels. H. Taels. H. Taels. 

Shanghai ... 59,166,376 47,958,025 70,822,474 
Chinkiang... " 5,078,723 4,411,943 3,985,475 
Wuhu 3,232,121 4,037,052 10,608,352 
Kiukiang ... ; 7,080,576 8,627,640 9,054,108 
Hankow ... . 24,540,382 30,953,651 37,463,395 
Shasi os’ 181,220 91,878 135,966 
Ichang... 423,950 520,432 633,810 
Chungking 6,751,258 5,887,761 8,832,775 
Total H. Taels| 106,454,606 102,488,382 141,536,355 

£ | 16,024,000 14,786,000 21,304,000 


The sterling equivalents given are calculated at the average 


value of the Haikwan Tae] in the respective years, viz., in 1897, 
2s. 112d., in 1898, 2s. 10$d., and in 1899, 3s. 04d. 

With regard to the shipping at the ports of the Yangtze in 
1899, the following table shows the aggregate number and tonnage 
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of vessels entered and cleared at all the treaty ports on the river, 
in 1898 and 1899, distinguishing British, Chinese, German, 


Japanese, American and Russian vessels :— 


1898. 1899. 
Nationalty. 
No. Tons, No. Tons, 

British ... 10,753 12,271,892 11,579 13,420,284 
Chinese 12,466 5,331,381 17,243 5,757,229 
Japanese 1,570 982,671 2,172 1,579,245 
German = = ies 481 601,093 435 568,014 
American 463 171,828 519 230,496 
Russian 58 124,122 137 200,153 
Allother* 717 484,125 380 512,935 

Total ...| 26,508 | 19,967,112 32,465 | 22,268,356 


* Chiefly Scandinavian, but including some Dutch, French and Austrian vessel8 

at Shanghai. 

The above figures for 1899 include 1 steamer of 7 tons flying 
the British flag entered at Chungking; but is exclusive of 1,345 
vessels entered of a tonnage of 52,944 tons and 596 vessels cleared 
of a tonnage of 11,542 tons at Chungking, which are stated to be 
vessels trading under Customs charter certificate but flying the 
Chinese flag. The following table shows the nationality of the 
chartering firms of these vessels :— 


Entered at Chungking, | Cleared from 
1899. ki 
Nationality of 
Chartering Firms, 
No. Tons. | No. Tons. 
British... | 1,345 52,944 596 11,542 
57 3,673 5 131 
Chinese ia. | 491 19,317 413 13,205 
Total | 1,894 76,009 1,014 24,878 


The preponderance of British interests in the Yangtze river 
continues as marked as in previous years, as seen by the following 
table, given to show the percentage of the various flags in the 
shipping of the river. It is stated that a large proportion of 
the cargoes of vessels of other nationalities (especially German) 
undoubtedly consists of British goods. Another noticeable feature 
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in the table is the increase in the percentage of Japanese 
shipping. It should also be remarked that the Chinese trade, 
especially in the upper reaches of the river, is principally carried 
on in junks, which accounts for the large number of vessels and 
the proportionately small tonnage :— 


Table showing the percentage of the Chinese and Foreign Flags 
(Tonnage) in the Shipping of the Yangtze. 


Nationality. | 1898, 1899, 
| Per cent. Per cent. 

British 61°5 60°3 
Chinese 261 25°9 
Japanese 
American .... 0-9 10 
100°0 1000 


Yochow.—The latest addition to the list of Treaty Ports on the 
Yangtze is the port of Yochow, which was opened to foreign trade 
on the 13th November, 1899. In the seven weeks which elapsed 
from that date to the end of the year no attempt was made to develop 
the traffic of the port, and it may be permitted to speculate on the 
possibilities of trade in general in the district which it will serve. 

Yochow, the gateway of Hunan, has been opened with the 
intention of tapping the stream of trade which now ebbs and flows 
past its portals, and of diverting a portion of that trade from junks 
to steamers ; also in the hope that by quickening and facilitating 
communication, the demand for imported goods and the supply of 
products available for export may be increased. Broadly speaking, 
goods introduced into Hunan are obtained from the Hankow 
market, and passing, as they do, through likin offices, there are no 
statistics available from which to gauge their volume. The extent 
of this traffic inwards can therefore only be estimated from a 
corresponding estimate of the volume of the outward traffic, con- 
sisting of the surplus products of the province available fot 
commercial exchange. The province of Hunan lies, roughly, 
between the 26th and 50th parallels of latitude and the 109th and 
114th meridians of longitude east from Greenwich. It may be divided 
into three parts, the low alluvial land lying between the Yangtze 
and the Tungting Lake, the basin of the Hsiang and the basin of 
the Yuan. 

The country north of the lake is low-lying, elevated just above 
ordinary summer floods, but rising nowhere above the dangers of 
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catastrophic inundations. It is a well-watered country, highly 
cultivated in rice, cotton, indigo, sesamum, &c., but with few 
cities and none of any importance; it is intersected by water 
routes, navigable in the summer, and its products find their outlet 
directly into the Yangtze, not through the gateway of Yochow. 
Of the products of the province, tea, rice, timber, coal, and 
cotton form the main staples, though there are also the usual 
miscellaneous products of an agricultural and mineral, but not 
manufacturing, country. The way is now paved for the creation 
of a steam traffic in Hunan; but it will not come merely for the 
waiting. To overcome the inertia of established custom it is 
enough in many cases to offer increased facilities and either a 
cheaper or quicker method, or both; in Yochow that is not 
enough ; the organising ability of the foreigner must come into 
play, and the merchant who buys his goods in Hankow and 
is carried with them in the same junk to his destination, paying 
himself all taxes leviable en route, must have similar or counter- 
balancing facilities offered him by the junk’s rival. Several 
nationalities will be interested in the steam traffic of Yochow, 
and it is to be hoped that in one at least will be found sufficient 
enterprise to take the matter in hand and carry it through. 


THE OPENING UP OF SIBERIA BY THE TRANS- 
SIBERIAN RAILWAY. 


Mr. Cooke, the British Commercial Agent at St. Petersburg, in 
a Report to the Foreign Office on the Trans-Siberian railway, 
writes as follows :— 

“« Broadly speaking, under the name of Siberia is usually in- 
cluded all the territories of Russia beyond the Urals, all Asiatic 
Russia, except the ‘Trans-Caucasus, Caspian, and Turkestan 
regions, or, in other words, the expanse of territory stretching 
from the Polar Ocean to the Chinese frontiers, and from the Urals 
to the Pacific. 

‘It embraces two vast governments of the Obi Basin, Tobolsk 
and Tomsk, known as Western Siberia; two belonging to the 
basin of the Yenisei, those of Yeneseisk and Irkutch, as well as 
the Yakutch territory, washed by the Lena, Yana, Indigirka, and 
Kolim rivers, all forming the so-called Eastern Siberia, and from 
an administrative point of view, the Governor-Generalship of 
Irkutch ; two “ oblasts,” or regions, those of Akmolinsk and Semi- 
palatinsk, the north-western parts of the Central Asian Steppes ; 
and, lastly, the Amur-Primorskaia borderland, or Governor- 
Generalship of the Amur, consisting cf the extreme north-eastern 
frontier zones along the Behring Sea, Sea of Okhots, and Kamt- 
chatka, with the island of Sakhalin. 
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“The total area covered within the boundaries enumerated is 
over 12,000,000 square versts, or, in other words, an expanse of 
territory one and a half times the size of Europe. 

“The population, according to the census of January, 1897, 
was 7,091,244, as against 3,430,930 in 1858. The increasing 
number of immigrants has probably now brought the total popu- 
lation up to over 8,000,000. The densest parts, comparatively 
speaking, are the governments of Tomsk and Tobolsk. The 
average distribution is 0°58 per square verst. Males predominate 
as regards numbers, the proportion of women varying according to 
the province from 37 to 102 per 100 men, making a total 
average of 93 per 100 of the stronger sex. Among the larger 
towns, two of which exceed 50,000 inhabitants, are Tomsk and 
Irkutch, with 52,430 and 51,434 respectively, followed by Omsk 
with over 40,000, Barnoul, Blagoviestchensk, and Tiumen with 
30,000 each, Krasnoyarsk with 26,600, and Petropavlovsk and 
Tobolsk with about 20,000 each. The inhabitants of the towns 
form but 8 per cent. of the general population, a small pro- 
portion, which speaks little for the industrial activity of Siberia 
generally. 

“Dealing with a vast expanse of territory exceeding in area the 
whole of Europe, and some 40 times the size of the British Isles, it 
would require a volume, equal in bulk as well as interest to the 
lately-published official handbook to the Siberian Railway, to 
give any adequate idea of the diversities of the country and 
climate, its peoples and customs, its old and new land routes and 
immeasurable waterways, or, in general, to describe the resources 
and possibilities included in the term Siberia. What it is, and at 
the same time what it might be, even when duly considering its 
extensive Polar wastes, is seen from the fact that the total popu- 
lation of this Greater Russia has but lately begun to exceed that 
of London. It will be to Russia’s increasing millions what 
British dependencies have been to the United Kingdom. The 
railroad, now approaching completion, will give the desired impetus 
to colonisation and development, and by making the whole 
country a vast transit route between east and west open it out to 
the whole world.” 

Mr. Cooke then proceeds to describe the route of the railway, 
which has recently been done in the ‘“ Board of Trade Journal,” 
viz., in the article on p. 545 of the issue of 14th June last. 
Continuing, he says :— 

“* As far as Russia is concerned, it may be said that her portion 
of the work is practically ready, though much re-laying and 
reconstruction niay at any time be necessary. The main line is 
open for regular traffic from Cheliabinsk to Lake Baikal, and for 
provisional traffic to Stretensk. According to the latest telegrams, 
regular traffic from Lake Baikal to Stretensk is to be commenced 
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on July 1/14, 1900. Thus, there is now a direct run, excepting 
only the lake crossing of 60 versts (about 40 miles), from Moscow, 
via Samara, Cheliabinsk, Omsk, and Irkutch, to Kaidalovo (252 
versts (168 miles) this side of Stretensk), whence the rail will turn 
off to Nagodan on the Chinese frontier. This latter stretch, a 
distance of 325 versts (216 miles), will complete the work as 
regards Russia. The Ussuri line, from Habarovsk to Vladivostock, 
has been open for traffic since 1897. The Circum-Baikal con- 
necting line, round the southern bend of the lake, a distance of 
292 versts (195 miles), remains to be laid, the lake being crossed 
at present by steam ferries or ice-breakers. It is the Manchurian 
sections, therefore, that at present retard the consummation of the 
complete overland track to Vladivostock.” 

Later in the Report Mr. Cooke speaks of the trade which is 
likely to be developed by the opening of the railway, and of the 
best means to obtain a share of such trade. He is of opinion 
that, not to mention the innumerable commercial publications of 
all sorts in Russian, it is impossible to advertise too much, but it 
must be in the Russian language, in the daily and commercial 
press, central and local. The “ Russo-English ‘Trade Messenger” 
(3, Malaia Dmitrovka, Moscow), published monthly in Russian for 
the advancement of British trade in Russia, does capital work in 
this connection could it only be spread about wholesale ; but it is 
the daily and local papers, the annual directories, calendars, 
address-guides, &c., of every province and prominent town, that 
reach every district and every class. Take, for instance, the 
*‘ Siberian Commercial and Industrial Calendar,” for 1900, with 
390 pages of trade advertisements, the 10 or 12 illustrated ones 
that catch the eye on turning over invariably have (if there is an 
English name or an English word) the addition of the letters 
“U.S.” There is not one British, but plenty of German and 
various American advertisements, and this book will be in the 
hands, and constantly so all the year, of everyone in Siberia 
interested in business 

Next to advertising extensively in Russian, and in the appropriate 
places, and to making sure that the advertisements, catalogues, 
&c., reach the people and districts they are intended to reach, can- 
vassing and personal intercourse cannot be too much practised. 
Siberia is no longer inaccessible. Russian railway fares are exceed- 
ingly cheap. A tripto Cheliabinsk, Tomsk, Omsk, Tiumen,Kourgan, 
or even to Irkutch, is no longer an impossible undertaking. Nor 
may that be absolutely necessary in every case. Moscow is the great 
feeding and distributing centre for Siberia, as well as for Russia. 
The very heavy taxes and annoying formalities required of foreign 
commercial travellers in Russia, are at least a guarantee to 
Russians of the reliability of the firms represented, and do not 
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touch gentlemen travelling round with no very definitely- 
expressed purpose, or merely to see for themselves what might be 
done. 

A recent bogus advertisement in a British paper, entrapping a 
Russian applicant, has been followed by an official notice in the 
Russian papers, warning people not to answer British advertise- 
ments unsupported by preliminary inquiries from reliable sources. 
It should be noted, too, that English is but the port language, 
while German is far more the international business medium of 
the whole of Russia. English but reaches the sea fringes, or 
aristocratic circles, French almost exclusively the latter, German 
well-nigh every business centre, and Russian reaches all. 

British agents and travellers should not be tied down hard 
and fast. The day is past when it could be said: ‘These are the 
articles we produce.” Take machinery, for instance. It is often not 
solid and lasting and real!y first-rate make that is needed, but 
cheaper and lighter goods, adapted to special requirements, and 
to the peculiar exigencies of Russian methods. Siberia is not 
being populated by capitalists, but by more or less well-to-do 
peasants. In larger enterprises, as the new business advances, the 
machinery may be extended and improved. British manufac- 
turers should be ready and willing to make the desired altera- 
tions, to accept the suggestions hinted, in a word, to adapt their 
goods to the varying demands. If they don’t, or won't, others 
will. 

The Germans, among other advantages, in their trade with and 
in Russia, have newspapers of their own, mostly daily, printed and 
circulated in Russia in the German language. There is one such 
at St. Petersburg, and another at Moscow. The British have not 
one. These daily German organs, published in Russia, and circu- 
lating wherever there is a German to be found, cannot but be of 
use to firms at home, as well as to Germans in Russia, in making 
them authoritatively acquainted, in their own tongue, with the 
openings and requirements, and with all that goes on in the com- 
mercial and industrial world of Russia. 

These are but a few main observations containing nothing new. 
In two words, besides personal canvassing, establishing agencies, 
and holding exhibitions in various centres of Russia, and 
Siberia too, adverti¢e widely, locally, accessibly, and in Russian, 
but see that your advertisements and catalogues reach likely 
destinations, and not waste-paper baskets. If the catalogues 
are well got-up and illustrated, or even bound, they are more likely 
to be kept and shown about. (Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 
533.) 
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H.M. Consul-General at Havana, in a report to the Foreign 
Office on the trade of Cuba for 1899, writes as follows :—* It is to 
be regretted that detailed statistics of the import and export trade 
of the whole island are not as yet obtainable, but through the 
courtesy of Colonel Bliss, the Collector of Customs, I am enabled 
to give the total values imported and exported at each of the 
different ports, which are of great interest in showing the com- 
mercial and economical condition of the country and the relative 
importance of the different districts.” 

Then follows in the Report the table of values, as under :— 
Return showing the Imports and Exports of Merchandise into and 
from the Island of Cuba according to Ports of Entry in the year 1899- 


Value. 
Ports. 

Imports. Exports. 

| £ £ 
1,029,810 
Santiago de Cuba one = oval 758,009 121,827 
Matanzas | 398,971 743,003 
Cardenas | 259,212 757,360 
Manzanillo ... 176,504 117,375 
Gibara fi | 163,395 133,734 
Sagua la Grande 158,648 371,784 
Caibarien 146,176 290,308 
Nuevitas 145,025 32,010 
Trinidad 26,992 46,619 
Tunas de Zaza | 16,832 6,723 

Batabano 3,246 
Santa Cruz ... | 2,030 12,785 
Total | 13,221,617 9,016,893 


Notr.—The above figures do not include the movement of specie, which shows 
a net importation of 652,628/. 


With reference to this table the Consul-General says: ‘The 
most noticeable feature in the return is of course the great excess 
of imports over exports, which, as the island is wholly dependent 
for the payment of its purchases abroad on what it can produce, 
constitutes a condition of things which it is obvious cannot be 
maintained. 

“ Two circumstances tend to aggravate the situation :— 

“ Firstly, the value of the imports given is their invoice value at 
the port at which they were embarked, without reckoning freight 
or expenses, which, of course, must be added to arrive at their true 
cost in the port of their destination. The amount of these expenses 
varies according to the class of merchandise, but taking into con- 
sideration as well the tendency to understate invoice values, I feel 
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sure that 10 per cent. might be added to the majority of the 
imports without any fear of exaggeration. In the case of live- 
stock the difference is much greater. Horned cattle, 400,000 head 
of which were imported, are valued in these returns at an overhead 
price of 41. each, while the lowest cost of any cattle landed in Cuba 
is 8/., representing an undervaluation of over 1,500,000/. under 
this head alone. 

“On the other hand, the value of the exports represents very 
accurately their true market value here, so that the difference 
occurs only on the import side and forms an important addition to 
the already large balance of trade against Cuba. 

“Secondly, judging from the more detailed returns which are 
available as to the nature of the imports at Havana, which con- 
stitute 75 per cent. of the total merchandise imported into the 
whole island, it does not appear that any large amount of tools, 
industrial machinery, or material for public works were introduced, 
which might represent the investment of foreign capital to be 
employed in opening up new enterprises, the great bulk of the 
imports being rather for food, clothing, liquors, and other articles 
of habitual consumption which call for periodical replenishing. 

“The greater part of this excess importation was covered by the 
amount realised by the sale last year of certain railways and cigar 
factories to foreign (principally British) companies, but, of course, 
the permanent alienation of properties to meet current necessities 
cannot be indefinitely repeated, and unless there is a large increase 
in the exports in the current year, a great falling off must be 
expected in the import trade. 

“The following statistics of the trade of the whole island in 
1891-92 (as compared with 1899), though not very recent, are not 
without value as affording a basis for comparing the movement 
of to-day with that of two fairly prosperous years under the 
Spanish régime” 


Value. 
Year. 
Imports. Exports. 
£ | £ 


Further on, in the same report, the Consul-General writes :-— 

“The island of Cuba presents the anomaly of a purely agricul- 
tural and exceptionally fertile country dependent very largely on 
foreign countries for its food supply. The limits of this report do 
not permit of examining at length the causes which have led to 
this state of things; it is sufficient to point out its existence and 
the important bearing it has on its foreign commerce. 
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“The value of the food products (including liquors and two- 
thirds of the live stock which must be reckoned as food) imported 
into Havana in 1899 amounted to over 5,000,000/., or 51 per cent. 
of the total imports into that port, without taking into account 
the undervaluation to which I have called attention in the para- 
graph on imports and exports. If the same proportion be applied 
to the total imports into the whole island we find that 6,740,000/. 
represented imports of food alone (in other words, absolute neces- 
sities), in which it is hard to see how any economies could be 
effected except perhaps in quality, and that only to a limited 
extent. If we deduct this amount from the value of the exports 
we find a surplus of only 2,272,000/., with which to provide for 
clothing and all the other necessities of a country containing a 
population of 1,500,000, and without any manufacturing industries 
whatever ; a sum which is manifestly inadequate. 

“The deduction to be drawn is sufficiently obvious. The island 
must either produce more articles for export, or it must raise more 
food products at home and import less from abroad. The most 
practical solution is unquestionably the latter, as far less capital is 
required for cultivating maize, beans, rice, and vegetables than for 
producing sugar, which has hitherto been considered as the staple 
export. 

“Whatever solution may be ultimately found, there can be no 
doubt that the island will in the immediate future have to pass 
through a period of poverty, during which the importations will 
fall considerably below last year’s figures, and will be restricted to 
absolute necessities of life, and to the cheaper grades of other 
commodities.” (Loreign Office, Annual Series, 2,473.) 


ORGANISATION AND SYSTEM OF GERMAN TRADE 
WITH BOLIVIA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Embassy at Paris forwarding an extract from the ‘“ Moniteur 
Officiel du Commerce,” containing a report by the French Chargé 
d’ Affaires at La Paz on the organisation and methods of German 
trade with Bolivia. 

The report states that the progress of German commerce in 
Bolivia has been such during the last 12 years that it may be 
worth while to draw attention to the causes of this remarkable 
development. Of the total European imports into Bolivia, Ger- 
many claims five-eighths, leaving about. two-eighths to Great 
Britain. 

The means by which this result has been obtained are 
set forth as follows :—(1) The low cost of German articles offers 
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great advantages to buyers who are not very particular as to 
quality, especially if they are, as in Bolivia, obliged by shortness 
of capital and by the diminished value of their silver coins to buy 
in the cheapest market. (2) After the war of 1870 emigration 
from Germany greatly increased. The majority of the emigrants 
are intelligent manufacturers and traders. Protected by their 
Government they settle in the country, study the needs of the 
towns where they are established, send home samples of every- 
thing that is bought in the place, and in this manner they capture 
the market. 

The German Government protects the commercial interests of 
its subjects, and assists and encourages good steamship services. 
On the Pacific, for example, Germany, by means of two very pros- 
perous lines, competes very favourably with English shipping. 

This special protection, however, it must be admitted is not at 
all apparent in Bolivia. No commercial treaty has been concluded 
between Germany and Bolivia, and no particular advantage is 
enjoyed by German commerce in the country. Germany is not 
even directly represented in Bolivia. Up to this day her minister 
at Chile is accredited to Sucre, which he never visited when the 
Government resided there. Her minister at Peru will probably be ac- 
credited to La Paz, as the Government seems to be established there. 

German consuls in Bolivia are simply agents who receive no 
remuneration for their services, and no official mission for study- 
ing the means of developing German commerce has been entrusted 
to any person there. 

There are at present in Bolivia twenty German firms of the first 
rank, only one English, or rather Anglo-Chilean, and only one 
French. There are, however, a few French, Italian,and Spanish firms. 

A peculiarity of retail trade in Bolivia is that owing to the 
great distance which often separates the mines and gum warehouses 
from markets, the owners frequently carry on a retail business for the 
supply to their employees and families of almost every article of 
retail trade. The workman, often careless and unthrifty, has a 
current account at these stores, where articles are supplied to him 
on credit at exorbitant prices, and in isolated regions employers 
charge their workmen fabulous sums for articles of prime necessity. 
Legislation has endeavoured to check such abuses but in vain. 
According, however, to the French Chargé d’Affaires at La Paz it is 
to a considerable extent due to this system that German trade has 
obtained so firm a hold in Bolivia: a German firm obtains an 
interest in one of these businesses, supplies it with capital, and in 
return gains the right of exclusive supply of goods, and of buying 
the produce for export. Such trade is very remunerative, as the 
mine owner is not much concerned with the price he pays for his 
supplies, knowing he can retail them to his employees at any price 
he pleases. 
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AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, 
VICTORIA. 


The following isa list of some Decisions issued by the Department 
of Trade and Customs of Victoria, affecting the 


warned application of the Customs Tariff of the 
Decisions. 
Colony :— 
Tariff 
Description of Articles. No Rate of Duty. 

Agate mortars and pestles Free. 
Bead and sequin blouse fronts, as apparel and articles 15 | 35 per cent. ad val. 

of attire not otherwise enumerated. 
Beef fat, as meats, preserved ... nee a eas 282 2d, per lb. 
Best. liquid drier, Harland’s,” not a varnish Free, 


Black dye, “ Cobra,” as blacking sxe ass sae 38 | 25 percent. ad. val. 
Boot and shoe stains for boot bottoms— 


Dark stains, as blacking.... wee nae 38 | 25 percent. ad val. 
Other stains (except when varnishes) Sab eos _ Free. 
Cardboard, pasteboard, &c., veneered with wood ...| 588 | 25 percent. ad val. 
Citrate of Lithia (granular effervescent) ... 285 | 25 per cent. ad val. 
Coffin lace (paper), imitation metal, as goods 153 | 10 per cent.ad val. 
Corpulose, as cane sugar = 518 6s. per cwt. 
Erythrosin, used in photography ... Free. 
Leather paint .. — Free. 
Earth scoops, as manufactures of metals not other- 286 | 30 per cent. ad val. 
wise enumerated, 
Enamel— 
Cycle,as varnish 2s, per gall. 
Finishing wheel, as varnish .. 2s. per gall. 
First coating stoving, as var nish ... ove ate 577 2s. per gall. 
One coat wheel, as varnish . os aa ane 577 2s. per gall. 
Self-drying, for cgi as varnish . ide ooo 577 2s. per gall. 
Fancy goods— 
Sewing machines, Muller's, Nos, 1 to 7, being 7 153 | 10 per cent. ad val. 
Ferri carb. sacch., in bulk Free. 


Fire Extinguishers, “ The Little Giant "— 
If empty, the tubes are liable as manufactures of | 286 | 380 per cent. ad val. 
metals not otherwise enumerated. 
If charged... Free. 
Gelatine, as gelatine 176 6d. per lb. 
Glass tiles, sand-blasted, as tiles ove soe ooo 527 | 20 per cent. ad val. 
Gold size— 


Best japan, “Walter Carson and Sons,” not a — Free. 
varnish 
Best pale, ‘ W. T. Bigsby and Sons,” not a varnish -- Free, 
Ham triers (metal), as tools of trade... 387 Free. 
Helmet, patent safety, ‘“‘ The Vajen-Bader,” ‘for use| — Free. 
by firemen, &c. 
Holders— 


Test tube (metal), as tools of trade st = Free. 
Indicators not otherwise enumerated, for testing 286 | 30 per cent. ad val. 
steam and other engines, are not free as scien- 
tific instruments, but are liable as manufactures 
of metals not otherwise enumerated 
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Description of Articles. = Rate of Duty. 
Knives— 

Budding, as cutlery . ote ove eos ae 132 | 10 per cent. ad ral. 
Kola wine, as wine od ee -- + 586 8s. per gall. 
Labels, tinfoil. printed, for wrapping 513 | 85 percent. ad val, 
Lakatine, used for reducing ors Free. 

Lard oil in bulk .. nob teh 417 6d. per gall. 
Machinery and parts of — 

Odometers_... ...| 295 | 25 per cent. ad val. 
Machines and parts of— 

Sewing machine 349 | Free. 
Machine tools and parts of — 

Rivet setting machines, bifurcated... ba sits 294 | 20 per cent. ad val. 
Mattress cases ‘(empty) — | Free. 
Mercerised cotton, not silk... | 
Minor Articles for apparel and articles of attire— 

Cards, “‘ Sambo,” for making necktie bows... 399 | Free 
Boots and Shoes— | 
Metal ornaments commonly known in the trade) — | Free, 
as shoe slides or stars. 
Note.—This does not apply to ornaments which | | 
are imitation jewellery or fancy goods. | 
Priming, rust proof, for cycles, as varnish ... | 877 | 2s. per gall. 
Quinquina Dubonnet, as wine. oid ae PUR 8s. per gall. 
-Registers, time, “ The Dey,” as “clocks - 119 | 15 percent.ad val. 
Soap— 
Bath and laundry, white cloud, “I float,” as soap, 487 | 2d. per ib. 
other. 
Spirits— 
Flasks containing a reputed pint to pay as such.. 490 | 
(15 per cent. ad val. 


Urotropine is a chemical, and if in 1 oz. bottles is 
not packed ready for retail sale or consumption. | 


| 

Stair damask, as floor covering | 80 
| Free. 
| 


GERMANY. 


With reference to the notices which have recently appeared in the 

« Inspection 0? ‘** Board of Trade Journal ” (“ Journal ” for the 

Meat” Act ‘ Vth June, p. 483; the 19th ult, p. 141; and 

' the 26th ult., p. 191), relative to the German 

“Inspection of Meat” Act of the 3rd June, the Board of Trade 

have now received, through the Foreign Office, a copy of a 

memorandum on this subject drawn up by H.M. Commercial 
Attaché at Berlin. 


Sections 1 to 11 of the Law, inclusive, deal with the actual 
slaughter of animals and with the sale of meat of all kinds, 
including the flesh of cattle, pigs, sheep, goats, horses and dogs. 
Local authorities are empowered to take the necessary steps to 
examine all animals, when there is an outbreak of infectious 
disease ; and all meat, whether raw or prepared, and fat and 
sausages are liable to inspection under the Law. Meat of doubtful 
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quality can only be sold for human consumption under certain 
conditions and when the said meat has been rendered perfectly 
harmless under police supervision. Such meat can only be sold 
in a special part of the shop or other place of sale, with the distinct 
information that it has been rendered edible, and a notice clearly 
indicating the nature of the meat must be placed over it for the 
purchaser to see. Meat of this kind may not be sold in any room 
where perfectly good meat is on sale ; and the permission accorded 
by the police for the sale of such meat can be cancelled at any 
moment. 


Sections 12 to 21, inclusive, contain provisions relative to the 
importation of meat. Section 12 is as follows :—- 


“The importation of meat in air-tight closed boxes or in 
“similar casings, as also of sausages and of other mixtures of 
“chopped meat is forbidden within the Customs limits of the 
‘German Empire. In other respects the importation of meat 
“into the German Zollverein will be regulated, up to the 31st 
“ December, 1903, by the following provisions :— 


“‘(1.) Fresh meat can only be imported in whole carcasses, 
** which, however, in the case of cattle (with the exception of 
“ calves) and in that of pigs, can be in whole halves. To the 
“said carcasses there must be attached the pleura, peritoneum 
“ (‘brust und bauchfell’), the lungs, heart and kidneys, and in the 
“case of cows the udder must also remain attached. The 
‘“‘ Bundesrath is empowered to extend this regulation to other 
“ organs. 


“ (2.) Prepared meat can only be imported when experience has 
“shown that the manner of preparing the meat excludes all 
* possibility of injury to health, or when, on importation, it can be 
“‘ ascertained that the said meat is absolutely free from injurious 
“ properties. It is not considered possible to carry out this 
“yegulation in the case of consignments of salted meats 
“ (‘ pickelfleisch’), when the weight of the single pieces is less than 
“ 4 kilogrammes. This rule is not applicable to ham, bacon, and 
“ intestines (‘ dérme.’) 

“ Meat, which has gone through a process for the purposes of 
“ preservation, but which, in its chief features, has still retained 
“ the properties of fresh meat, or which, by a suitable process, can 
‘ regain the properties of fresh meat, is not to be considered as 
‘* prepared meat, but is to be subject to the provisions of Section 1. 

‘‘ For the period atter the 31st December, 1903, the provisions 
“ relative to the importation of meat are to be regulated afresh 
“ by Law. Should such regulations not have been completed by 
‘ that date, then the above regulations will remain in force until 
further notice.” 


248 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Aug. 2, 1900. 


Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


Section 13 provides that imported meat is to be subjected to an 
examination, which will be carried out with the co-operation of 
the Customs officials. Exception is made, however, in favour of 
such meat as can be proved to have been prepared within the 
Zollverein, or which is merely destined for direct through trans- 
port vid Germany. In these latter cases importation can only take 
place at certain Custom Houses, which will be specified by the 
Bundesrath. 

The provisions of Sections 12 and 13 are not applicable to 
game, poultry, and meat introduced by travellers for their con- 
sumption on journeys, except in so far as the Bundesrath may 
determine. The Bundesrath is also empowered to issue prohibi- 
tions of importation and regulations connected therewith, other 
than those formulated in the said Sections. 

Imported meat is to be subject to the provisions set forth in the 
earlier portion of the Law with regard to meat destined for human 
consumption ; but if the said meat be unfit for consumption, it 
may be allowed, under certain precautionary regulations, to be re- 
exported from Germany instead of being destroyed. 

Imported meat, not intended for human consumption, can be 
admitted without examination, after having been rendered unfit for 
such consumption. 

The importation and sale of horse-flesh can only take place when 
the nature of the meat is clearly shown by an inscription in the 
German language; and persons specially permitted by the Police 
Authorities to sell such flesh must post up legible notice to the 
effect that horse-flesh is sold or made use of on their premises, and 
may not sell it in the same room where the flesh of other animals 
is sold. The Bundesrath is empowered to extend these regulations 
to the flesh of donkeys, mules, dogs, and other animals. 

Meat which has undergone examination can again be subjected 
to an official inspection only for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether it has gone bad in the interval. 

The Bundesrath is authorised to frame all regulations and fix 
all fees, &c., connected with carrying out this law, especially the 
fees chargeable for the examination of imported meat. 

Sections 26 to 28, inclusive, deal with the fines and punishments 
incurred by infringement of the Law; Section 29 prescribes that 
the provisions of the Law of the 14th May, 1879, dealing with 
articles of food, are to remain unaltered; and Section 30 provides 
that the Sections of the present Law, which relate to the arrange- 
ments for the inspection and slaughter of meat, are to come into 
force on the day of its publication. In other respects, the date on 
which the Law will come into effect, as a whole or in part, will be 
fixed by an Imperial Decree with the sanction of the Bundesrath. 
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With reference to the notices which appeared at p. 24 of the 
“Board of Trade Journal” for the 5th ult., 


Commercial 
: and at p. 141 of the “Journal” for the 
oe eo 19th ult., relative to the commercial relations 
between Germany and the United Kingdom, 


the Board of Trade have now received, through 
the Foreign Office, a copy of a telegram from H.M. Chargé 
d’Affaires at Berlin reporting that a notice has been issued by the 
Imperial Chancellor to the effect that most-favoured-nation treat- 
ment is to be accorded in Germany to subjects and products of the 
United Kingdom and of British Colonies and Possessions, with the 
exception of Canada and Barbadoes, frora the 30th ult. and until 
further notice. 


GERMANY:--PRUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of information, through the — 
—_ Steltaien of Foreign Office, to the effect that the Prussian 
« Cape T +" Ministry of Finance has decided that ‘“ Cape 
— Tea” (‘Bush Tea”), made out of the dried 
leaves of various kinds of ‘ Cyclopia,” and which cannot be used 
as a substitute for Chinese tea, is to be admitted into the Kingdom 
of Prussia free of import duty, under the heading for ‘“ Raw 
products and chemical manufactures employed in industry and 
medicine.” (No. 5m of the Imperial Tariff.) 


SPAIN. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 679 of the 
‘ * Board of Trade Journal” for the 28th June, 
Regulations for lative to a Spanish Royal Decree of the 12th 
Markingofcertain June, providing that certain goods imported 
pr g certain goods importe 
National Good into Spain should be stamped with the Custom 

—_ ‘House seal, the “ Gaceta de Madrid” of the 
24th ult. now publishes a copy of a Decree, dated the 21st ult., by 
which certain modifications have been effected in the provisions of 
the earlier Decree. 

The present Decree provides that ribbons, insertions, em- 
broideries, and plain, embroidered or figured laces, of any class, 
provided that their width does not exceed 5 centimetres, need not, 
for circulation in the special Customs zone, be stamped with the 
Custom House seal, if of foreign origin, or with the mark known 
as the “vendi,” if of national production. Tissues of national 
production, similar to those imported tissues which under the 
provisions ofthe Decree of the 12th June were to be stamped with 
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the Custom House seal on importation into Spain, will not be 
allowed to circulate in the special Customs zone unless accom- 
panied by the ‘“‘vendi” referred to, or, failing that, unless 
stamped with a trade-mark. 

It is also provided that the period of one month during which 
merchants were to present at the Custom House their stocks of the 
specified foreign manufactures to be stamped with the Custom 
House seal, shall be extended to four months from the date of the 
publication in the “ Gaceta de Madrid” of the present Decree. 


PORTUGAL—(PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA). 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 144-148 of the 
Duties on Spirits “Board of Trade Journal” for the 19th ult., 
in Distri red t relative to a Decree regulating the duties on 
gear ang spirits in Portuguese African Colonies, the 


a. Portuguese “Diario do Governo” of the 20th 
an = ult. contains a Decree, dated the 19th ult., ex- 


tending to the districts of Inhambane and 
Lourengo Marques the dispositions of Article 3 of the Decree 
previously published, which contains the duties leviable upon 
alcohol and spirits imported into or produced in the districts of 
Mozambique and Zambesia. The following duties are therefore 
leviable in the districts of Inhambane and Louren¢go Marques :— 


I.—Import Duties. 
(a) Alcohol, &c., imported from foreign countries :— 


Alcohol and plain spirits, up to 50 cen- Reis. 
tesimal degrees .. Hectol. 20,700 
Ditto, ditto, above 50 centesimal ‘degrees - 45,000 
Prepared spirits, cognac, gin, liqueurs, 
and other distilled beverages ... " 37,500 
(b) Alcohol, &c., of foreign production imported 
from Portugal : 
Alcohol and plain spirits up to,50 cen- 
tesimal degrees ... od 18,300 
Ditto, ditto, above 50 centesimal ‘degrees - 39,000 


Prepared spirits, cognac, gin, liqueurs, and 
other distilled beverages 32,500 
(c) Alcohol, &c., of Portuguese production, 
imported from Portugal :— 
Alcohol and plain spirits, up to 50 cen- 
tesimal degrees... 
Ditto, ditto above 50 oentesimal degrees... 33,000 
Prepared spirits, cognac, gin, liqueurs and 
other distilled beverages 27,500 
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Il.—Duties on Alcohel and Spirits produced in the Districts 
of Inhambane and Lourengo Marques. 
Alcohol and saisiteg up to 50 centesimal 
degrees ... . Hectol. 12,600 


Ditto, for each 
ditto, above 50 degree above 252 
egrees 
50 degrees 


The Decree further prohibits the importation into the Province 
of Mozambique of raw materials destined for the distillation of 
alcohol and spirits. 


ROUMANIA. 


With reference to the notices which have appeared in recent 
issues of the “Board of Trade Journal ” 


Increase of 
A (“ Journal” for the 12th ult., pp. 76, 77; 
ee tak ult., pp. 193-195) relative to a Roumanian 
on Turkish D ‘di h d 
Products. ecree, providing that certain goods imported 


into Roumania from the Ottoman Empire 

. should pay largely increased import duties, the 

a. ta Board of Trade 1 have now received information, 

through the Foreign Office, to the effect that 

Article 1 of the said Decree has been amended by the omission of 

the provision that the increased duties were to be applied to goods 
imported at the free port of Sulina. 


GREECE. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the Foreign 
Office, to the effect that a Greek Royal Decree 


Prohibition of has been issued prohibiting, from the 17th ult., 
Importation of 
: the importation of saccharine into Greece on 
Saccharine. 


the ground that it is injurious to health. 
Apothecaries are, however, permitted to introduce annually, for 
pharmaceutical purposes ‘and under certain conditions, small 
quantities not exceeding 100 drams in each case ( = about 11 ozs.) 


TURKEY. 


With reference to the notices which have appeared in recent 
: issues of the “ Board of Trade Journal” res- 
Decay agence ti tificates of origin for certain British 
igin for certain Pecting certificates of origin for certain Britis 
British Goods. goods imported into Turkey, the Board of Trade 
: have now received information, through the 
Foreign Office, to the effect that one such certificate is sufficient 
for the whole cargo of a ship bound directly for a Turkish port. 


| 
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UNITED STATES. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
Reciprocity copy of a Proclamation, issued by the President 

of the United States, on the 13th ult., putting 
with rl into force the concessions accorded to Germany 
rmany- in conformity with an Arrangement concluded 

with that Power under the provisions of Section 3 of the United 
States Tariff Act. The following is the text of the’ Proclamation :— 

“ Whereas the German Government has entered into a Com- 
“mercial Agreement with the United States in conformity with 
“ the provisions of the third Section of the Tariff Act of the United 
‘‘ States, approved 24th July, 1897, by which Agreement in the 
“ judgment of the President reciprocal and equivalent concessions 
“ are secured in favour of the products of the United States : 

“ Therefore, be it known that I, William McKinley, President of 
“the United States of America, acting under the authority con- 
“ ferred by said Act of Congress, do hereby suspend during the 
‘continuance in force of said Agreement the imposition and 
“ collection of the duties imposed by the first Section of said Act 
* upon the articles hereinarter specified, being the products of 
“the soil and industry of Germany; and do declare in place 
“ thereof the rates of duty provided in the third Section of said Act 
“ to be in force and effect from and after the date of this Proclama- 
“ tion, as follows, namely: 

“*Upon argols, or crude tartar, or wine lees, crude, five per 
centum ad valorem. 

“« * Upon brandies, or other spirits manufactured or distilled from 
‘ € grain or other materials, one dollar and seventy-five cents per 
“ * proof gallon. 

“ «Upon still wines, and vermouth, in casks, thirty-five cents per 
“ ¢ gallon ; in bottles or jugs, per case of one dozen bottles or jugs 
“ ¢ containing each not more than one quart and more than one pint, 
“ * or twenty-four bottles or jugs containing each not more than one 
“ * pint, one dollar and twenty-five cents per case, and any excess 
“‘ « beyond these quantities found in such bottles or jugs shall be 
“* « subject to a duty of four cents per pint or fractional part thereof, 
“ «but no separate or additional duty shall be assessed upon the 
“ * bottles or jugs. 

“ «Upon paintings in oil or water colours, pastels, pen and ink 
“ « drawings, and statuary, fifteen per centum ad valorem;’ of which 
“« the officers and citizens of the United States will take due notice. 

“ Tn testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused 
“ the seal of the United States to be affixed. 

“ Done at the City of Washington this thirteenth day of July 
** A.D. one thousand nine hundred, and of the Independence of the 
“ United States of America the one hundred and twenty-fifth. 

WILLIAM McKINLEY.” 


q 
4 
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SAN SALVADOR. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 81-84 of the 
a van * Board of Trade Journal ” for the 12th ult., 
Manifests. relative to Consular invoices for San Salvador, 

the Board of Trade have now received, through 
the Foreign Office, a copy of a telegram from H.M. Minister at 

Guatemala reporting that a Proclamation has been issued by the 

Government of San Salvador notifying that all goods consigned to 

the Republic must be accompanied by a Consular manifest. 


NICARAGUA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a Nicaraguan Government Decree, 
— a dated the 4th May last, relative to the Customs 
again , Regulations in force in the Republic. The 
Decree provides that in the case of importation, exportation or 
deposit of goods of any class, even when not subject to duty, a 
written application must be presented, which, when authorised 
and when the corresponding duties have been liquidated, is to be 
known as a “ poliza.” Each “ poliza” must be presented in tripli- 
cate on stamped paper (stamped to the value of 1 peso.), and must 
contain the following particulars :— 

(1) Reference to the manifest of the ship in which the goods 
are imported or exported. 

(2) Declaration as to destination of the goods. 

(3) Name of the owner. 

(4) Marks and numbers on each package. 

*(5) Contents of each package, following the ealteaions and 
nomenclature of the Tariff in force. 

*(6) Number of the section under which each article appears in 
the said Tariff. 

In the case of imported goods, the “ poliza” must be accom- 
panied by two copies of the Consular invoice and bill of lading of 
the goods ; and if these documents cannot be had in duplicate, the 
Head of the Custom House shall provide for copies being made at 
the expense of the interested parties. 

In the case of goods stored in the Custom Houses, the “ poliza” 
of importation or exportation, respectively, must be accompanied 
by a request for the release of the packages, written in duplicate 
and signed by the interested party, designating the marks and 
countermarks, number and contents of packages, and number of 
the poliza.” 


*( NOTE.—Nos. (5) and (6) relate to imported goods only. } 


* 
| 
| 
| 
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With regard to the exportation or reshipment of goods, when 
the operation has been authorised and verified and the duties paid 
or security given for their payment, the shipper must present to 
the Head of the Custom House, not more than two days later, two 
copies of each bill of lading. 

Heads of Custom Houses are not authorised to permit the 
removal of goods from Customs Warehouses, unless they have 
ascertained that proper security has been given for the payment of 
any duties which may be leviable. Instead of security, the Custom 
House officials may allow the deposit of saleable goods or national 
bonds equal to twice the amount of the duty payable. 


CONGO FREE STATE. 


With reference to the notices which have recently appeared in the 
Import Duty on * Board of Trade Journal,” relative to the 
Spiritnous Liquors African Liquor Traffic Convention of the 8th 
* June, 1899, the Board of Trade have now 

received, through the Foreign Office, a copy of the “ Bulletin 
Officiel,” of the Congo Free State for May and June last, contain- 
ing a Decree promulgated by the King of Belgium on the 12th 
June, which provides that, from the 8th ult.,an import duty of 
70 frs. per hectolitre at 50 centesimal degrees or less should be 
levied during a period of six years on all spirituous liquors im- 
ported into the Congo Free State. The import duty is to be 
increased proportionately for every degree above 50 centesimal 


degrees. 
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CAPE COLONY. 


The “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” contains the 
following Government notice, dated 3rd ult., 


eee with reference to an alteration in the Tariff for 
Best Londen. use of the patent slip in the harbour of East 


London, such alteration to take effect from the 
Ist June last : — 

Clause 15 reading: “For taking up and launching from slip, 
per gross registered ton ls., minimum charge 10I.” is hereby 
cancelled and the following substituted :— 

15. For taking up, launching from slip per gross registered ton 
1s., minimum charge 201. This does not include the removal of 
keel blocks, which will be done upon request at cost price. 


RUSSIA. 


A report received at the Foreign Office from the British sso 

mercial Agent at St. Petersburg states that a 

has been appointed inquire into 

Railwa the question of the general block in the traffic 

y: of the Nicholas (St. Petersburg - Moscow) 

Railway, which has proved itself in every way incapable of coping 

with the ever-increasing traffic, both in goods and passengers, not 

so much from want of traffic capacity, as from want of organisation. 

Passengers, to be sure of a seat, have to order tickets a week 

beforehand, while the goods traffic is in a state of general con- 

fusion, and complaints are universal. How much the traffic is 
increasing the following figures show :— 


Goods traffic by this line. 
: Poods.* 


1899 ... ... 333,000,000 
1900 (estimate) .-» 865,000,000 
(ora million poods per diem). 
Passenger traffic by this line. 
1900 (estimate) 5,000,000 


(or 14,000 daily.) 
* 62 poods equal to 1 ton. 


| 

| 
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NETHERLANDS. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office copy 
~~ and translation of a Royal Decree of the 15th 
oan idges: ultimo, amending the Royal Decree of the 15th 
girs of October, 1885, in regard to the provisions 
megelations. relating to the transport of metal cartridges for 
portable firearms. The above may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, $.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


FRANCE. 


The narrow gauge railway to Golea will shortly be completed by 
the opening of a tunnel from the quays of 
Algiers to a point outside the town. H.M. 
: Consul-General at Algiers reports that this 

Algerie. tunnel is now very nearly finished, having taken 
about 18 months, at a cost of 40,000/., a comparatively 
low amount for a length of nearly 1,000 yards. During 
the excavations an important seam of blue-stone was met with and 
the material extracted was nearly the only one used. This railway 
will bring into communication with the harbour the neighbouring 
south-west district, which yields wine, early vegetables and fruit, 
much appreciated in France. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,472.) 


Narrow Gauge 
Railway in 


SPAIN. 


The “ Madrid Gazette,” of 28th ult., contains a Royal Order 
Adoption of decreeing that from 1st January, 1900, Green- 
Sescemich Stee. wich time is to be adopted at all railway 
stations, post, telegraph, and telephone offices, 
and on all lines of steamers of the Peninsula and the Balearic Islands, 
as also in the Ministries, courts, and public offices. The hour of 
the day is to be reckoned continuously from midnight to midnight ; 
thus 11 p.m. would be 23 o'clock. 


CUBA. 


Some alterations in port dues at Havana have been made by the 
United States Government, according to the 

Port Dues. report of H.M. Consul-General at Havana, and 
vessels trading to that port have now to pay as 


follows :— 


q 
i, 
‘ 
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Amount. 
Dols. C. 

Harbour improvement tax— 
Sailing vessels 4 2 
Steam 8 50 

Tonnage dues— 

Vessels with cargo ... 00. os ots per ton 0 20 
»  inbaliast ... ons ” 0 410 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,473. 


BRAZIL. 


The British Acting Consul-General at Rio in his recent report 
—a writes as follows :— 
Chart “ My attention was recently called to a form 
r Party. of London Charter Party for ore by steamer, 
respecting which there was divergence of opinion between master 
and charterers as to correct interpretation of Clauses 3 and 17. 

“Clause 3 rules :— 

“Time for loading and discharging under this charter to be 
reversible, any time saved in loading being applicable to discharge 
and vice versa.” 

“ Clause 17 directs :— 

* All accounts and any difference or disputes in regard to loading 
and discharging of the vessel are to be settled at the loading and 
discharging ports respectively.” 

“In the case of the vessel concerned some days were saved here 
(at Rio) in loading and the charterers claimed, under Clause 17, 
settlement at this port of the respective despatch money. 

“‘ By virtue of Clause 3, however, the captain maintained that 
the matter should be left open until after conclusion of the opera- 
tions at port of discharge, inasmuch as time saved here, and even 
more, might be lost there. As the charterers would not concede 
the point, the master finally settled under protest.” (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,475.) 


CHILE. 


A despatch, dated 9th June last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from H.M. Consul-General at Valparaiso, 


Fest — reporting that the Chilean Government hrs 
resolved to expend considerable sums upon the 
_ improvement of the shipping facilities at that 


port. 
A sum of 36,590 dols. (2,7441.) is set aside for the construction 
of a new mole, presumably for shipping. 
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The existing Custom House Pier is to be repaired at a cost of 
45,370 dols. (about 3,400/.) and the sea front at a cost of 
400,000 dols. (30,0002.) 

The sea front was partly destroyed during the great storms of 
last year. 

A valuing shed, in which goods will be valued at the Custom 
House, is to be erected at a cost of 140,000 dols. (10,500/.), and an 
extra 10,000 dols. (750/.) is to be spent in draining and repaving 
the Customs enclosures. 


MINING, METALS, AND MACHINERY. 
BRITISH INDIA. 


According to a return received at the Board of Trade from the 
Production of India Office, the total quantity of salt produced 
Salt in India, in 1899, was 25 millions of maunds.* 
This quantity was supplemented by 11,379,520 
maunds of imported salt, the total quantity produced and imported 
amounting to 36,379,795 maunds, over 68 per cent. of the whole 
being produced in India. Importation is practically limited to 
salt brought to Bengal and Burma from England, Germany, other 
countries in Europe, Aden, Muscat, Jeddah, and a few other 
places. Only a quite insignificant quantity is imported elsewhere 
than in Bengal and Burma, but there is also a trifling trans- 
Himalayan import. The localities where salt is manufactured, and 
the output in each of the last three years, are shown in the 
following table :— 


1897. 1898. 1899. 


Maunds. Maunds. Maunds. 


Barma—Coast, and some brine wells in 620,060 496,352 559,320 
Upper Burma. 

Bengal—Orissa chiefly ... 162,351 

Northern India— 
Sambhar ... 2,382,888 5,813,333 2,134,545 
Panjab mines and Kohat. --| 1,927,375 2,946,863 2,969,680 
Rajputana sources other than Sambhar 854,098 776,113 1,414,521 
Mandi, Sultanpur, Gwalior, and. the 307,161 270,669 260,720 


saltpetre refineries. 


5,471,522 | 9,806,978 | 6,779,466 


Sind—Moach (near Karachi), Saran and; 280,115 333,397 312,448 

Dilyar deposits. 
Bombay—Coast and Runn of 10,768,345 9,352,639 | 10,019,664 
Madras—East coast a .-| 6,579,120 | 6,856,537 | 7,329,377 
Total ... — ...! 28,881,513 | 26,845,903 | 25,000,275 


* Maund = 82#-Ibs, avoirdupois. 


| 
i 
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According to a Report received at the Foreign Office from the 
British Commercial Agent at St. Petersburg, 


Pag cme if the present year is showing a great increase 
Ural District in the Ural production of cast iron, as seen 
the following table 

Tons. 

Production in January ... “os 72,029 

February te eee 69,072 


| 
As the Works produce more or less under constant conditions, 
the total output for all 1900 may be estimated at not less than 
806,452 tons, au increase of 106,452 tons over last year, or 13 
per cent. 


BELGIUM. 
In a recent report to the range Office, Sir Gerald de Courcy- 
Perry, H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp, after 
wae —— referring very favourably to the position of the 
= . Belgian Coal Market, states that the metal 
market cannot be described in such glowing terms as the coal 
market. With respect to sales in Belgium, however, its situation 
leaves nothing to be desired. All the workshops, boiler-making 
establishments, and large buyers generally, have provided them- 
selves liberally and without beating down prices. The factories 
devoted to working steel and iron have been fully occupied and 
fresh home orders are constantly pouring in as fast as they can be 
accepted. Orders for various classes of machinery and electrical 
plant may be instanced as being particularly numerous. There 
is also a brisk demand for bridge-work of all kinds, and for railway 
material. 

The situation of the home market is thus most satisfactory, 
but with regard to the export trade, not only have prices 
declined 10 fr. per ton, but foreign applications for tenders 
have been far from numerous. This state of things has had such 
an unfortunate effect upon the establishments which manufacture 
principally for the export trade, that many of them have been 
obliged to pass one or two days per week in absolute idleness. It 
is the larger establishments which have been most severely affected, 
as the small factories work generally for the home market. It is 
believed, however, that this unsatisfactory condition of the Belgian 
export market for metal products will shortly be much improved. 
(Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 534) 
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FRANCE. 


A Report recently received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 

Siietiietes te Consul-General at Algiers describes the phos- 

~ sare phates, which have been discovered in Algeria, 
puts. as existing in two separate belts. 

The north belt includes the district of Souk Ahras, passes to 
the south of Constantine, to the east and to the north of Setif in 
the district of Borj Bou Arreridj, runs into the department of 
Algiers by the south-east of Aumale, touches the territory of Bog- 
hari and Berronaghia, is again found on the plateau of Sersou, and 
arrives at the Department of Oran by Tiaret, Sidi Bel Abbes, 
and Ain-Temouchent. 

The south belt includes the famous beds of Tebessa and borders 
the Sahara, a considerable amount on the surface to the north- 
east of the Aurés and to the west of Biskra; it again comes to the 
surface at intervals to the east of Laghouat and between Biskra and 
Ouargla. 

These two belts constitute a large reserve of natural manure, 
which has been estimated at from 150,000,000 to 200,000,000 tons, 
and is sufficient to supply France for 400 years. 

Until lately phosphates have all been shipped in a crude state 
to factories outside Algeria. An industrial establishment has now 
been opened at Béne, which treats on the spot these phosphates of 
Algeria and transforms them into superphosphate. Another is 
shortly to be opened at Maison Carrée, near. Algiers. For the 
transformation of the phosphate, sulphuric acid is necessary, and 
for the purpose pyrites have been imported from Spain ; it is 
hoped to obtain it for the factory at Maison Carrée from the Camp 
de Chénes, about 50 miles distant. 

The phosphate mines of the department of Constantine continue 
to show an increased output. 


Proprietors. Situation of Mines, Yield. 

Tons. 
Crookston . Djebel Dyr ... see ous 75,200 
The Constantine "Phosphate Company, Djebel Konif sé ood 115,800 

Limited. 

Société Francaise of Tebessa ... ...| Ain Dibba and Ain Kissa ... 44,500 
Société Frangaise of Tocqueville ---| Tocqueville ... 34,000 
Total 269,500 
» 1897... 228,141 
Increase, 1898 __... 41,359 


Thus, there is an increase of 41,359 tons over the preceding 
year. 
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The following table gives the export figures since 18923—the 
year when the phosphate industry commenced :— 


Year. Quantity. 
Tons. 


During the first nine months of 1899, 209,256 tons have been 
exported, as against 191,798 tons for the corresponding period of 
1898. 

In 1895 a duty of 50 c. was imposed on every ton of phosphate 
extracted from the mines for use outside Algeria. The yield from 
this duty has been as follows :— 


Year. Amount. 

Francs. 

1899 (first 10 months) on 103,187 


206,374 tons of phosphate, therefore, were shipped from Algeria 
during the first 10 months of 1899. 

Further researches have been made in the districts of Morsott 
and Tocqueville. he results in the latter case have been favour- 
able, in the former, disappointing. There seems also a prospect 
of successful phosphate mining in the country south of Guelma. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,472.) 


In the recent report of H.M. Consul-General at Algiers, it is 
a stated that three companies have applied for 
Alveri concessions for working petroleum mines. The 
— localities to be exploited are: Ain Teft, in the 
department of Oran, and the Tiliovanet district, in the commune 
of Hillil. Two companies have applied for concessions in the 
latter district. 

A report has lately been issued by M. Henry Neuberger, who 
was commissioned by the Governor-General to examine the petro- 
liferous possibilities of the department of Oran. He states that 
four zones rich in petroleum exist in Western Algeria; they 

B 
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stretch from north-west to south-east for a distance, which in the 
south zone (Flitta country) apparently exceeds 125 miles. The 
soil is precisely similar to that of the rich deposits of Baku and 
Galicia, and seems to warrant great expectations. 

Mineral oil exists, without doubt, at various depths in the de- 
partment of Oran, and has, in fact, been struck in one district of 
that department, but not as yet in sufficient quantity to justify 
working. 

In the department of Constantine there are also petroliferous 
districts, which appear to be the direct continuation of the zones 
observed in the department of Oran; their composition and lie are 
identical, (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,472.) . 


UNITED STATES. 


According to a report of the British Vice-Consul at Denver (Foreign 

Office, Miscellaneous Series, 532) the output of 

cm eg gold in the State of Colorado during the year 

rama ended 31st December, 1899, amounted to 

F 1,282,471 fine ozs., valued at 5,525,0001. The 

production of silver in Colorado in the same year was 23,114,688 

fine ozs., valued at 2,869,000/. A note to the table in the Report 

states that gold was valued at 20°67 dols. per oz., and silver at 
0°5958 dols. per oz. 


BRAZIL. 


The British Acting Consul-General at Rio reports that the total 
quantity of coal received at that port during 
Coal at Rio. 1899 was 576,123 tons, of which 26,227 tons 
were supplied by the United States. 
The quantities, as compared with 1898, are almost stationary. 
The report continues as follows :—‘‘ Considering the temporary 
difficulties created for British collieries by the South African 
requirements, diminished output, increased cost and high freights, 
it would not have been surprising had advantage been taken of the 
situation to introduce a greater proportion of American coal, and 
no doubt this would have been done had consumers believed that 
the quality could be profitably adopted. But I find the general 
opinion to be that, in Rio at all events, American coal cannot 
possibly compete at an advantage with Welsh coal. Its seeming 
cheapness is held to be illusory, inasmuch as, to produce equal 
results, a larger quantity of Pocahontas (for example) than of 
Welsh coal is required, and this increase of volume of course 
means a great increase, not only of the ostensible price, but also 
of freight; and freights from American ports, under a normal 
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condition of the carrying trade, must necessarily continue much 
higher than those from the United Kingdom. 

“Importers seem convinced that, on removal of the exceptional 
influences now bearing on British mining and shipping industries, 
American competitors will lose even the little headway they had 
succeeded in making. 

“The most important local annual contract, the supply of 
120,000 tons for the Central Railway, was again secured tor the 
year 1900 by a British firm, who undertake to deliver any coal 
on Admiralty list, three times screened, at 29s. 6d. per ton. 

“ Pocahontas coal was offered at 28s, 6d. per ton delivered.” 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,475.) 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 
CUBA. 


H.M. Consul-General at Havana reports that a feature of the 
textile trade of Cuba is the largely-increased 
Textile Trade. | use of cotton goods of late years as compared 
with linen. This is due partly to the necessity 
for economy, but partly also to considerations of health, as it is 
now very generally recognised in Cuba that cotton is far heaithier 
for purposes of clothing. 
The values of the different textiles imported in Cuba were as 
follows :— 


Articles. Value. 


About 25 per cent, of the cotton goods come from the United 
States, and the remaining 75 per cent. from the United Kingdom 
and Spain. In linens, Irish manufactures hold their own against 
Spanish. 43,000/. worth of jute bags (gunny bags) for sugar were 
imported in 1899, and if the weather continues favourable to the 
growing cane a much larger quantity will be required for the crop 


of 1900-01. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,473.) 


B2 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The average prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as 
received from the inspectors and officers of 
Corn Prices. Excise in the week ended 28th July, 1900, 
were as follow :— 
Wheat ... B90. Od. 
Barley ... we 248, 4d. 
For further particulars see p. 282. 


A statement is published on p. 283, showing the quantities of the 

; various descriptions of agricultural produce 
po sete es imported into the United Kingdom during the 
cultur uce. week ended the 28th July, 1900; as well as 
of the imports during the corresponding week of 1899. 


VICTORIA. 


The following table showing the area under the four principal 
. crops, and their gross and average produce in 

2 rng the whole colony of Victoria for the last five 
- years is based on statistics published in the 


“‘ Victoria Government Gazette ” of 9th June last :— 


Twelve Months ended 3lst March. 


1896. 1897. 1898. 1899. 1900. 


-Area under— 
Wheat ... acres) 1,412,736 | 1,580,613 | 1,657,450 | 2,154,163 | 2,165,693 


Oats ae 255,503 , 419,460 | 294,183 | 266,159 | 271,280 - 

Potatoes ... 4, 43,895 | 43,532 44,197 41,252 55,469 

Hay a 464,482 | 416,667 580,000 565,345 450,189 
Gross produce of— | 

Wheat bushels} 5,669,174 | 7,091,029 |10,580,217 {19,581,304 [15,237,948 

Oats 2,880,045 6,816,951 | 4,809,479 | 5,523,419 | 6,116,046 

Potatoes ... tons 117,238 = 146,555 67,296 161,142 ad 
390,861 449,056 | 659,635 | 723,299 | 596,193 


Hay 
Average produce per acre 
of— 
Wheat bushels 401 4°49 9:09 7-04 
Oats 11-28 16°25 16°35 20°75 22°55 
Potatoes... tons 2°67 | 3°37 1°52 3°91 * 
Hay 1-08 114 1-28 1:32 


Not yet available. 
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BRITISH NEW GUINEA. 


The “Queensland Agricuitural Journal” quotes the following 
Cultivation of remarks of Mr. Theodore Wood, late resident 
‘Arachia magistrate and member of the New Guinea 
—_— Executive Council. ‘“ Peanuts* are likely to 
Peanuts. 
prove a remarkable success in British New 
Guinea, certain portions of the possession being eminently adapted 
for their cultivation. So far, the samples we have seen of the first 
plantation are equal to the best that are grown elsewhere. As 
far as can be at present judged, the class of land in British New 
Guinea upon which peanuts are likely to thrive should yield at 
least 4 tons to the acre; and, given favourable seasons, the planter 
may fairly expect to take off two crops per annum. Suitable land 
can be obtained from the Government in fee-simple at a cost of 2s. 6d. 
per acre. So far, native labour only has been employed at a wage 
of £3 perannum. The cost of food and clothing is a mere bagatelle, 
the latter item consisting of a bit of calico round the waist, while 
the former article is grown in the country, and, on an average, a 
pound’s worth of common tobacco will suffice to purchase native 
produce sufficient to feed 50 men for a month. It is, of course, 
presumed that the planter possesses an 8 or 10 ton lugger to 
utilise as a tramp for buying food at different islands. The cost of 
building houses, &c., is included in the cost of labour, for the 
natives have all been accustomed to this work, and run up houses, 
native fashion, rapidly. The buildings are amply sufficient for all 
necessary purposes. Under such advantages as these, peanuts 
ought to become a thriving industry in the very near future in 
British New Guinea.” 
* Also known as arachides or earth nuts. 


BRAZIL. 


The British Acting Consul-General at Rio states that very little 
new planting having been done during the last 
Coffee Planting. three years, it seems probable that the average 
annual production during that period will not 
be exceeded for some time, the young plants coming into bearing 
being, it is supposed, even when taken on a liberal calculation, 
only sufficient to counterbalance other trees going out of production. 
While as to the probabilities of renewed activity in planting it is 
represented that, although with coffee selling at 12 milreis per 
arroba* (say 28s. per cwt.) producers realise a satisfactory profit, 
the majority of planters have been so hard pressed during the fall, 
that they will doubtless require a year or two of good prices to 
enable them to spare anything for investment in new plantation. 


* 1 arroba = 32 lbs. 
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As an indication of the extent to which coffee cultivation is 
pursued in Brazil, the following details, which appeared in the last 
report of the Secretary of Agriculture of the S. Paulo Government, 
may be quoted :— 

“There are in 8. Paulo 15,075 plantations, of which 11,234 
have upwards of 50,000 trees; 1,844 possess from 50,000 to 
100,000; 999 between 100,000 and 200,000; 597 from 200,000 
to 500,000 trees. On these plantations 1,703 machines are to be 
found for cleaning coffee, 1,243 of which are moved by steam and 
460 by water. ‘The registered mortgage debt on these plantations 
is computed at 240,000,000 milreis, say 8,000,000/. at the exchange 
of 8d. 

“In Minas Geraes, it is said, there are 2,739 coffee planta- 
tions: 1,234 with less than 50,000 coffee trees each, 844 with 
over 100,000 trees each, and 64 with over 500,000 trees each. 
Of these plantations 500 use water power to move machinery and 
1,243 use steam power. 

“In consequence of the exceptionally adverse times, many 
properties were disposed of during the year, and, in most cases, 
apparently, at prices ruinous to the sellers. For example, an 
estate valued at 150,000 milreis is reported to have been sold for 
the insignificant sum of 16,000 milreis. If, however, some such 
transactions really took place at greatly reduced prices, it is 
probable that the estates were in few cases well situated or in good 
working order. But in the case of the better estates, although, 
no doubt, they were sold on easy terms, it is probable that the 
purchaser, before he could obtain a positive title, would be required 
to pay off mortgages to the amount of at least a half of their 
valuation ; thus, in the case of the land referred to, valued at 
150,000 milreis, probably the purchaser would be required to 
discharge a loan of some 75,000 milreis in addition to providing 
the ostensible purchase price of 16,000 milreis, the acquisition 
thus entailing a real expenditure of 91,000 milreis. In other cases 
there is reason to believe that fictitiously low prices may have 
been declared in order to evade the heavy conveyancing tax. The 
ruling scale for valuation of coffee plantations when offered for 
sale appears to be one milreis per coffee plant.” 

The report also states that Brazilians complain greatly that only 
their inferior kinds of coffee are known abroad in their true 
character, their better qualities being sold under the disguise of 
such titles as Mocha, Java, Martinique, Porto Rico, Costa Rica, &c. 
These better descriptions, which cost in Rio and Santos 35 fr. per 
50 kilos. (about 3d. per lb.), are sold on the European markets in 
consideration of their reputed origin for 80, 90, and 100 fr. per 50 
kilos. (about 7d., 7jd., and 8d. per lb.). Very generally they are 
mixed with a proportion of the real article indicated by the name. 
It is even said that, in pursuit of this class of spurious trade, 


I 
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Brazilian coffee from various parts of Europe is sent to Egypt 
and forwarded thence to Arabia vid Aden and Jeddah, &c., for 
the purpose of having it there repacked in the Mocha fashion, that 
is in small bags of palm fibre of about 5 kilos., and afterwards 
shipped to Syria or other places or returned to Egypt as genuine 
Mocha. ‘The result of this plan, according to the statement 
published, is that good Santos, sold in Brazil for 6 fr. per 10 kilos. 
(23d. per lb.), is sold in bulk in Egypt at 9 fr. 50 c. (44d. per lb.), 
retailed at 10 fr. 50 c. (43d. per lb.), and when transformed as 
here described and called “real Arabian Mocha,” fetches 5 fr. 
per kilo. (1s. 93d. per lb.). (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,475.) 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported - the United Kingdom 
_ during the week ended the 26th July was 
Cotten Statistion, 97,673, and the number imported all the 
30 weeks ended the 26th ult. was 1,810,511. As regards exports, 
the figures are, for the week ended the 26th ult., 2,887 bales, 
and for the 30 weeks, 215,400. 
For further details see p. 281. 


RUSSIA. 


The British Commercial Agent at St. Petersburg in a report to the 
Siberian Butter Foreign Office states that the official “‘ Commer- 
nai cial and Industrial Gazette” of St. Petersburg 
—_ refers to a grievance of Siberian butter 
exporters, that the special export premium of 10 per cent. reduction 
in the general railway Tariff for this article is applicable only to 
the shortest routes, and that exporters, who wish their butter to 
arrive at the Baltic ports fresh and unspoilt, are obliged in summer, 
from absence on part of these routes of ice-trucks and other train 
facilities for this class of goods, to take slightly more circuitous 
directions, thus losing the Tariff reduction premium. With 
reference to the above, the “ Gazette” says that it knows from 
a reliable source that this accidental grievance is to be remedied, 
and that thus Siberian butter export, thanks to the premium, 
will be able to develop more widely still. The chief exporting 
centre is Kourgan. ‘The routes taken are via Cheliabinsk 
and Moscow to either Novi Port, Revel or Riga. The distance 
from Kourgan to these ports is 2,806, 3,084 and 3,123 versts 
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respectively (1 verst = 3 mile). The amount of butter annually 
exported by the Siberian railway is given as from 300,000 to 
350,000 poods (1 pood = 36 lbs.). 


The following table from a Report to the Foreign Office by the 
British Commercial Agent at St. Petersburg 


por ea gives the quantity of certain foreign goods 
eeaaine : which passed the European frontiers of Russia 


into that country, from 1st January to 1st March 
of the years 1899 and 1900 :— 


First Two | First Two 


Goods and Custom Houses. Months, 1899.| Months, 1900. 


Pouds.* Pouds.* 

Tea ofallkinds ... ons 157,000 172,000 
Tea imported rid Irkutsk not included in above— 

Black tea ... 201,000 129,000 

Coal vid St. Petersburg ... 212,000 691,000 

Sosnovitsk ooo ove «| 3,772,000 | 10,156,000 

Theodosia . ove eve ose 722,000 

Other Custom Houses ... 1,440,000 1,594,000 


Total, coal ose ---| 8,871,000 | 18,134,000 


Coke ... ove ose 3,516,000 2,765,000 
Cast iron, not "specially named ... 449,000 314,000 
Manganese and other cast iron ... ove eco es 100,000 128,000 
Tron, in bars, assorted, &c. «| 1,646,000 460,000 


Iron’ (sheet), &c., to 25 Birmingham Standard ... soe 8 09,000 330,000 
Iron (sheet), &c., above 25 tonne Standard ...{ 250,000 162,000 


Steel, in bars, assorted, &c ove oe. 205,000 107,000 
Steel rails... ee 26,000 68,000 
Steel plates .. bee ood 46,000 29,000 
Machinery of all kinds, steam engines, & 1,098,000 976,000 
Locomotives, &c. .. 84,000 35,000 
Agricultural machinery, &e. eee 172,000 229,000 
Thrashing machine engines, &c. ... 22,000 23,000 
Raw cotton ... ve ose eee 1,935,000 1,808,000 
Wool . ove ove ove 163,000 111,000 


* Poud = 36 lbs. avoirdupois. 


The British Commercial Agent at St. Petersburg in a recent 
report to the Foreign Office quotes the following 

Peat as Fuel. from the ‘‘ Commercial and Industrial Gazette,” 
(official) of St. Petersburg, of 15/28th June last. 

“The great importance of peat as fuel, especially at the present 
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moment when all kinds of fuel, wood, coal, and naphtha, are 
incessantly running up in price, has often been referred to in these 
pages. Peat bogs abound in Russia, with supplies for an indefinite 
period, but a successful working of these bogs would depend upon 
being able to produce the peat ready for use at low prices. 

“The peat briquettes hitherto prepared have contained too much 
moisture, giving an extremely poor heat-capacity. The Ministry 
of Ways has lately organised a whole series of investigations and 
experiments with regard to manufacture of peat briquettes, and, it 
is said, these endeavours have been crowned with success. Without 
at present entering into details it may be said that it has been 
decided to erect special works for the purpose, while prices of peat 
fuel with greater heat producing power will probably be low 
enough to correspond to a cub. sajen of firewood at 10-11 roubles, 
the price of firewood at St. Petersburg at present being 16-17 
roubles the cubic sajen (1 sajen=7 feet). The Railway adminis- 
tration has formed a special department to consider the subject. 


NORWAY. 


In a report received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul- 

, General at Christiania, it is stated that forty-one 

aatnstetas h ti total capital of 

Activity in 1899, hare companies, representing a total capital o 

441,786l. (in 1898 thirty-one, with a total 

capital of 482,6371.) were registered in Christiania in the past year. 

The leading companies were the Norwegian Calcium Carbide 

Factory, the Petroleum and Machine-oil Refinery, three tobacco 

factories, the Norwegian Belt or Band Factory, and many others 
embracing manufacturing, mining and other works. 

In Arendel a German Company has embarked 50,000/. for 
electrical and other developments, and in Sarpsborg several new 
undertakings have been started, among them a calcium carbide 
factory, and mechanical works. At Krageré a new felspar mill 
is working, and a calcium carbide factory ; and other factories 
intended to be worked by electrical power driven by water-power, 
are contemplated. In the district of Molde again, five new dairies 
started, the produce of which, amounting to about 197 tons, was 
exported to Great Britain. In Moss, a new glass factory, chiefly 
for the manufacture of lamp glasses, tumblers, and finer glasses, 
commenced work last year, the value of the output being about 
9,600. The manufacture of calcium carbide is becoming an im- 
portant industry, and several new factories for other purposes, 
said to be well financed, have been established; at Stavanger, 
the Stavanger Preserving Company has erected new and enlarged 
works, and a new meat-preserving factory, a brewery, a butter, and 
other factories have started, while some old establishments have 
built new and enlarged works. 
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The waterfalls of Norway afford valuable aid to many branches 
of industry, and several towns, it appears, have acquired waters 
falls with the intention of utilising them for purposes of electric 
lighting. 

From the foregoing it will be perceived that there is plenty of 
industrial activity going on. But the question is one of markets 
for the production, and many of the factories are yet too young at 
present to enable one to draw any conclusions from results. There 
are many difficulties for young establishments to contend with in 
Norway—a not over-abundant supply of capital, taxation, the cost, 
very often of the raw material, and the high rate of wages—all 
which, apart from the question of good markets, militate against a 
good and prosperous business, and make it difficult to predict the 
future. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,471.) 


For the manufacture of the calcium carbide the Aktieselskabet 
Hafslund imported last year 10,000 to 12,000 


eta tons of limestone and 5,000 to 6,000 tons of gas 
Faisal coke, and the Aktieselskabet Carbide Industri 


1,300 and 2,000 tons respectively. The lime- 
stone is imported from Faxe in Denmark, and the gas coke almost 
exclusively from the United Kingdom. Other imports were coal, 
all kinds of machinery, and electric plant. The latter, which was 
imported chiefly for account of the Aktieselskabet Hafslund, and 
which is worked exclusively by water-power derived from the 
Sarpfos, came from a Nuremberg firm who are large shareholders in 
the concern. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,471.) 


The report referred to above states that shipments to Australia 
Timber to from Norway were somewhat lighter than in 
British Colonies the previous year, whereas South Africa con- 
* sumed about 12,000 standards against about 

6,500 in 1898. The latest price obtained for redwood floorings to 
South Africa was 9/. per standard f.o.b. for falling 1sts, 2nds and 
3rds, and to Australia 8/. per standard for whitewood and 9. for 
redwood. ‘The material increase in shipments to South Africa 
was, no doubt, chiefly owing to the fact that buyers bought heavily 
in the autumn, in the hopes that the present difficulties in South 
Africa would be satisfactorily settled before the goods had time to 
arrive at their destination. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,471.) 


In the same Report, H.M. Consul-General reports that the year 

«4... . 1899 was again a very busy year at the “ Fredrik- 
Shipbuilding in tad Mekaniske Vorksted,” owned by Messrs. J. 
and H. Jensen and Dahl of Christiania, about 500 
workmen being employed throughout the year. One steamer of 
900 tons dead weight and three smaller were launched, and at 


Norway. 
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present several large steamers and two torpedo boats for the 
Norwegian navy are in course of construction. During the year 
boilers with a total heating surface of about 40,000 square feet were 
built, also 15 steam engines, with a total of 2,700 effective horse- 
power, and five engines for steamers with together 2,600 indicating 
horse-power were constructed. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,471.) 


FRANCE—SENEGAL. 


The following statistics of the trade of Senegal in 1899 as 
compared with the preceding year, have been 


recently published in the “ Feuille de renseigne- 
Exports in * ments de l’Office Colonial ” :—~ 

| 1998. | 1899. 

£ 

Imports “ae J 1,326,200 2,002,400 
Exports... owe ove ove 1,195,900 941,900 

Total 2,492,100 2,944,300 

Increase in 1899 ... 4.52,2001. 


The principal goods imported are textiles, metal goods, 
beverages, &c. The imports from France and French Colonies in 
1899 were valued at 1,377,200/. The value of the imports of common 
wines was 50,800/., breadstuffs 103,200/., and of tobacco 76,3001. ; 
of this latter figure 48,800/. is due to imports from the United 
States. 

The chief articles of native produce exported are earth nuts, 
gums, caoutchouc, and raw gold from Galam, the exports of the 
latter amounting to 181,775 grammes valued at 22,0001. 


FRANCE—ANNAM. 


According to the ‘*‘ Monde Economique” of the 21st July, the tea 

—" trade of the province of Tourane in Annam has 

developed remarkably during the past three 

- years. The exports, which amounted to only 

10,000 kilogs. in 1897, rose to 32,502 kilogs. in 1898, and to 

137,391 kilogs. in 1899. The whole of this tea which is said to be 

of excellent quality was consumed in France, where as it pays only 

half the duty which is levied on tea imported from countries not 
being French colonies its sale is assured. 
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FRANCE-—INDIA. 


The “ Times of India” of the 7th ult. says that the —- of the 
depression which has hung over the little colon 

of like a blight for the past 

~— remains unchecked, and if trade continues to 

decline at the present rate the commerce of the port is within 

measurable distance of being confined to supplying the needs of 

the little band of fonctionnaires France maintains in her East 

Indian possessions. The enormous drop in the commerce of the 

colony is shown by the following figures, four years being taken 
for the purposes of comparison :— 


Year. | Imports. Exports, 

£ 
68,000 531,000 
1899 . 86,000 118,000 


de has fallen from 
1,308,0001. to 199,000/. 

The only promise of better times lies in the improvement of the 
ground-nut crop. The decline of Pondicherry trade has been 
coincident with the loss of the extensive business which was 
* formerly done in ground-nuts—a loss due partly to the operation 
of the Indian Tariff Act, which diverted the exports from 
Pondicherry to Cuddalore, and also to the deterioration in the 
crop itself, in which Madras and Bombay have shared. The 
French experts have been diligently striving to revive the decayed 
industry by the introduction of seed from Senegal and Mozambique. 
The Senegal nut has thriven well, and it is mainly to the increased 
production secured by sowing the fresh variety that the consider- 
able increase in the export of oleaginous nut is attributed. Past 
experience has shown, however, that a problematical development 
of the ground-nut trade is an extremely uncertain basis upon 
which to build hopes of revived prosperity for a depressed area, 
and in no other direction does the annual report, from which the 
above figures are taken, hold out promise of better times being in 
store for Pondicherry. Public works are at a standstill, the much 
discussed line to Cuddalore remains in nubibus, and the neighbour- 
ing French territory of Karikal lacks even the short mile of line 
which would make the connection with Peralam of practical value. 

The one industry in French India which seems to thrive is 
cotton spinning. Three mills with a capital of 240,000/. are at 
work, and a fourth large mill is rapidly approaching completion ; 
but it may be said to be very doubtful if the development of the 
cotton industry will serve to repair the decay evidenced by largely 
reduced trade and a diminishifig populaticn. 
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FRANCE—ST. PIERRE—MIQUELON.) 


According to a new issue of the “ Feuille de renseignements de 
Trade of St. Pierre l’Office Colonial ” the value of the imports into 
adh Semaion te the islands of St. Pierre et Miquelon in 1899 
q was as follows :— 


1899. £ 
From France 299,600 
» French Colonies... wen 18,400 
», Foreign Countries ... it 197,800 


Total 515,800 

The principal goods imported were animal and fishery products, 
articles of food and drink, metals, chemical products, yarns, 
textiles, hides and skins, and manufactures of metals and wood. 

The value of the goods exported in 1899 was 616,7001., they 
consisted chiefly of animals and fishery produce. 

The total value of the foreign trade of these islands in 1899 
was 1,132,500/., being 23,300/. less than in 1898. Of the imports 
295,600/. worth came from France, 18,4001. from French Colonies 
and fisheries, and 197,800. from foreign countries. The imports 
from France and French Colonies show increases of 11,100/. and 
4,2001. as compared with 1898, those from foreign countries, 
however, decreased by 16,800/. The exports to France in 1899 
were 6,000/. more than in 1898, but the exports to French Colonies 
decreased by 18,000/. and those to foreign countries by 9,8001. 
The total value of the exports was 2,200/. less than in 1898. 


SPAIN. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Minister at 

Madrid transmitting copy of a 

blished in the “ Gazette” of 
the Wine Trade. oyal Decree, published in the “ Gazette” o 
the 19th July last, founding a society for the 

protection and encouragement of the manufacture and exportation 

of wine. 

The Society is called ‘ El Sindicate Central Vinicola,” and the 
committee is composed of gentlemen who are among the best- 
known vineyard owners and wine manufacturers in the country. 

The president is the Duke of Almodovar del Rio, and among the 
members are Senor Lopez Parra, Marquess of Reinosa, Senor Bushel, 
Count Retamosa, Senores Galo de Poves, Puig, Maissonave, Bayo, 
Marquess of Valdelograna, Marquess of Riscal, Marquess of Lugue, 
Marquess of Solana, Marquess of Santillana, Senor Garcia Gascon, 
Senor Garcia Bravo. The secretary is Senor Garcia Alonso. The 
manufacture of wine in Spain now includes various kinds of 
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red and white wines in imitation of claret and moselle, &c., and it 
is hoped the Syndicate will be able to increase the foreign demand 
for Spanish wine, especially in South America. Their duties also 
include the formation of agencies abroad, the improvement of the 
quality of the wine produced, and the proposal to the Government 
of such legislation as may be useful to the industry. 


ITALY. 


H.M. Consul at Cagliari in a recent report to the Foreign Office 
Trade of states that the international commerce of the 
Cagliari in 1899 province of Cagliari for the year 1899 shows a 
* total value of 856,058]. of which 612,5531. were 
for goods exported, and 243,5051. for goods imported, showing thus 
an excess of 155,579]. compared with the movement of the previous 
year; this is due to the ever increasing exportation of ores, 
especially of zinc ore from the French Company of Malfidano. The 
most important movement in imports to the province of Cagliari 
from foreign markets during 1899 was with the United Kingdom, 
and amounted to 53,1671., showing an increase of 20,7061. over 
that of 1898. America, which in the latter year took the first 
place, comes next in 1899 for 40,022/., Austria-Hungary for 
14,8631. 

However, if during 1899 the United Kingdom has been foremost 
among other nations in the imports into the province of Cagliari, 
that is due to the large amount of coal entered, for, on the other 
hand, the importation of industrial products is decreasing. Such 
falling-off is to be mostly attributed to the successful competition 
exerted by other countries by an effective method of meeting the 
tastes of foreign countries, in adopting the decimal weights and 
measures, as well asin making use of the language of the country 


to which catalogues aresent. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,474.) 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


A despatch dated 17th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office 
from H.M. Ambassador at Vienna, stating that, 


according to the semi-official 'remdenblatt,” 
it is intended shortly to send three commercial 
Foreign Countries. 


reporters (Referenten) abroad from Austria- 
Hungary. Berlin will be the fixed abode of one of these, while the 
two others will be charged with commercial inquiries in transoceanic 
countries, and more especially in Japan and Australia. Besides 
this, the reporters in question will have, on their return home, to 
collect information respecting the more important commercial 
centres in East Africa and in India. ‘The gentlemen in quest:on 
will ke appointed for a term of one year. 
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UNITED STATES. 


The following table, based on preliminary figures issued by the 
Chief of the United States Bureau of Statistics, 


ade for Year shows the value of the imports into and the 
ended June 30th, 
1900 exports from the United States for the year 


ended 30th June last, as compaved with similar 


periods of 1897-98 and 1898-99 :— 


Year ended 


Year ended 


Year ended 


30th June, 30th June, 30th June, 
1898. 1899. 1900, 
£ 
Merchandisco— 
Imports, Free of duty 60,711,286 62,558,294 76,485,531 
- Dutiable 67,632,391 82,680,975 100,538,288 
Total, Imports 128,343,677 145,239,269 177,023,819 
Exports, Domestic 252,144,148 250,819,004 285,500,817 
Foreign 4,414,670 4,810,850 5,015,685 


Total, Exports 


256,558,818 


255,629,854 


290,516,502 


Gold— 
Imports 25,081,598 18,532,209 8,922,803 
Exports 3,209,665 7,817,101 10,055,464 
Silver— 
Imports 6,443,287 6,390,637 7,340,978 
Exports 11,480,258 11,733,136 11,815,057 


A recent report of the British Vice-Consul at Boston states that 
the receipts of fresh mackerel at that place 


f be ad t during the year 1899 were 30,770 barrels 
against 23,116 barrels in 1898. The receipts 


of salt mackerel in Boston during the year 
1899 were 30,389 barrels against 31,329 barrels in 1898. 

An innovation in mackerel fishing was a trip to the Irish coast 
by a schooner, which sailed in July, making the trip across the 
Atlantic in 14 days. She secured 353 barrels of mackerel, which 
were salted and shipped home. While tishing on the Irish coast 
in October she went ashore on Abbey Island, Darrynane, and 
became a total loss. The vessel and outfit were insured for 2,100/. 


The venture proved unprofitable, and it is doubtful if any future 
attempts will be made to prosecute this fishery by American vessels. 

The first new Irish salt mackerel were received on 15th March, 
a lot of 33 barrels, and were the earliest receipts of Irish mackerel 
on record. They counted about 380, and sold at about 31. 10s. 
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per barrel. They were caught in the month of February, at which 
time it usually pays the Irish fisherman better to ship them to 
England fresh. The first receipts in May arrived on 16th May, 
and sold at from 3/. to 3/. 4s. per barrel. (Foreign Office, Annuul 
Series, 2,476.) 


CUBA. 


H.M. Consul-General at Havana in his recent report on Cuba 

a states that, although an additional complication 

ak y has been added to the already sufficiently 

Exchange confusing system of Cuban currency by the 

F introduction of the American dollar, Spanish 

gold and silver currency is still the principal money used in 

ordinary commercial transactions, and exchange is always quoted 
on the basis of the Spanish gold dollar. 

Customs duties, postage stamps, and telegrams are reckoned in 
United States currency worth approximately 4s. to the dollar. The 
Spanish gold dollar, which is most generally used, is worth between 
3s. 8d. and 3s. 9d.; and the Spanish silver dollar, which is the 
currency employed for all minor payments, has varied during the 
past year between 2s. 7d. and 3s. 3¢., with a mean value of about 
ds. 1d. 

Exchange on London has varied very little during the past year. 
It is quoted in Spanish gold dollars on the basis of a theoretical 
par of exchange of 4s. 6d. to the dollar (4 dol. 44 c. to the 1l. 
sterling). The rates for bills on London at three days’ sight in 
1899 were as follows :— 


Equivalent to 

Premium. per £ Sterling. 
Per cent. Dol. ec. 
Highest = 214 5 40 
Lowest soo ene 193 29 
Mean ... ove 203 5 35 


(Foreijyn Office, Annual Series, 2,473.) 


With reference to the registry of trade marks in the Island of Cuba, 
, the Board of Trade have received, through the 
hae del Foreign Office, a despatch from H.M. Ambas- 

*  sador at Washington referring to an Official 


Order of 19th May in the “ Havana Gazette,” which was under- 
stood to enjoin the registry of all brands of goods imported and to 
prohibit their sale meantime. ‘he despatch referred to contains 


AT 
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copy of amemorandum from the State Department at Washington, 
which explains the Order just quoted, thus :— 

‘“'The ‘Gaceta,’ of Havana, of Sunday, 20th May, 1900, pub- 
lished an Order, dated 19th May, the terms of which approximated 
to those above recited. That Order has been issued by the Sub- 
secretary of Agriculture. A protest, which was immediately made 
against the Order, caused the following explanation to be made. 
That the Order was only intended to put in force more effectually 
the Royal Decree of 21st August, 1884, Section 4 of which made 
it obligatory upon all merchants and manufacturers of, and dealers 
in, articles made or produced in the island and sold there under 
any kind of distinctive mark, by which they might be known, to 
register that mark. Section 10 of that Decree gave foreigners 
owning establishments in Cuba the right to take advantage of the 
provisions of the Decree for the protection which followed where a 
trade mark was registered. It was not, however, made compulsory 
on such foreigners to avail themselves of those provisions. 
Section 11 provides that foreigners not residing in Cuba are 
entitled to the rights conceded to them by the treaties with their 
respective Governments, and states distinctly that foreign trade 
marks need not be registered in Cuba unless protection for them 
is desired. 

‘These various explanations resulted in the publication of an 
order supplementary to the one dated May 19th. A copy of the 
later order is here embodied. 

“From the ‘Gaceta’ of Havana, Friday, June 8th, 1900. Office of 
the Secretary of Agriculture, Commerce, and Industry. 

“«* Office of the Assistant Secretary. 

“* Doubts having arisen as to the meaning of the notice which 
the Assistant Secretary published in the “Gaceta of Havana” on the 
20th day of May, last past, with respect to foreign industrial and 
commercial trade marks which should be registered in Cuba within 
the period of one month, in order not to incur the maximum penalty 
prescribed by the laws in force, and for the purpose of avoiding 
erroneous interpretations by those interested in the subject, the 
Honourable the Department has ordered that the following ex- 
planation be made :— 

“«« That the foreign trade marks, to which said notice refers, are 
those which protect the products of the industrial establishments 
existing in this island according to what is prescribed in the second 
paragraph of the Royal Decree of August 21st, 1884; for trade 
marks which protect the products of industrial establishments 
situated in foreign lands, the prescriptions of Article 11 of the 
same Royal Decree govern, according to which these industrials 
have the rights conceded to them by the treaties celebrated with 
their respective nations ; the registry of their trade marks in this 
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island not being obligatory on them unless they desire to protect 
the same in Cuba. 

“< This, by order of the Honourable Secretary, is published in 
the “ Gaceta of Havana” for general information.’ 

* Havana, 6th June, 1900, 
“(Signed) B. Pichardo, Assistant Secretary.” 

“The Major-General commanding in the Island of Cuba adds, 
under date of 21st June, that ‘There is no trade mark restriction 
as to the importing and sale of foreign goods, the only restriction 
being as to the rights of the owner or patentee, which can be 
appropriated and used by others, unless properly registered here.’ ” 


BRAZIL. 
A recent Report to the Foreign Office states that it is announced 
tiiietes that an Italian bank will shortly be created at 
= ng kat Rie with a capital of 5,000,000 lire. This bank 
Rio a+ will have agencies throughout the country 


wherever Italian colonists are congregated. It 
may prove of great utility to Brazil should it induce these 
colonists, as it is hoped, to deposit their savings for retention and 
employment in the country. Hitherto they have been sent 
promptly to Europe, and Brazilian financiers have calculated that 
from this source some 40,000 to 50,000 contos of reis leave the 
Republic every year. (Foreign Office Annual Series, 2,475.) 


The British Acting Consul-General-at Rio states that the leading 
. osition now held by Belgian, French, and 
cement in the Rio is explained 
“ by the fact that few, if any, British houses now 
send for cement as a speculation, whilst as regards quality there is 
but little to choose. For certain classes of work the Belgian and 
other cements are preferable to English, being quick setting, and 
therefore peculiarly suitable for repairs to drains and sewers, 
where expeditious work is necessary. A trial made lately of some 
Norwegian cement shipped from Germany gave excellent results 
in concrete-making. With the exception of the first-class Boulogne 
cement, the French qualities do not compare favourably with that 
from other sources. The costs vary very little, but most of the 
foreign firms allow long credits, and so make business easier for 
buyers, which is a matter of considerable importance, especially to 
master-builders, who have to await the conclusion of their works 
to receive payment. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,475.) 
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In an Annex to the recent Report of the British Acting Consul- 
Detuteh’ Plems General at Rio are given, for the information 
in Rio. of those desirous of opening up business rela- 
tions, the addresses of British tirms established 
in that city, and it may be pointed out that no firm, whether foreign 
or native, can be officially registered in Brazil (which registration is 
necessary in order to obtain the protection and privileges provided 
by the Commercial Code), unless proof be produced that the names 
figuring in the style of the firm are in reality borne by the members 
of the firm. 

The local publications most likely to interest those having 
commercial relations in Rio are also given. 

The report referred to (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,475) may 
be purchased, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C., 
and 32, Abingdon Street, Westminster, 8.W.; or John Menzies 
and Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Giasgow; or Hodges, Figgis, and Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 


CHILE. 


A despatch, dated 16th June last, has been received at the Foreign 
Seteneettensd Office from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Santiago, 
Seeheade reporting that the very high death rate in 

Er Linton Santiago and also in Valparaiso has at length 

‘ affected public opinion to such an extent that 
the authorities have decided to inaugurate an International 
Hygienic Exhibition to be opened in December of this year at 
Santiago, and which will be in connection with the Latin-American 
Medical Congress to be held at the same time. 

The Government of Chile anticipates that the projected Inter 
national Hygienic Exhibition will prove a valuable aid in reforming 
the unsanitary state of Santiago, and Congress has sanctioned a 
grant of ten thousand dollars (about 750/.) towards the initial 
expenses of the Exhibition. 

Special Commissioners, eminent in the medical and political 
worlds, have been appointed to carry out the necessary prepara- 
tions, and while nearly all the Republics of South America have 
signified their intention of being represented, it is hoped that 
European Sanitary Engineers and Hygienic Manufacturers may 
be induced to forward specimens of their inventions and manu- 
factures to be shown at this exhibition. 

Diplomas and medals will be awarded to successful exhibitors. 

Communications should be addressed to the General Secretary, 
“Exposicion de Higiene,” Calle Rosas 1063, Santiago, and all 
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objects for exhibition must be delivered at the latest by the 15th 
of December. 

It follows then that exhibits should leave England not later than 
the end of October next. The full programme of the exhibition 
may be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


ARGENTINA. 


The Report of H.M. Secretary of Legation at Buenos Ayres gives 
the following table showing an approximate 
calculation of the amount of foreign capital 
invested in Argentina as being well worth 


Foreign Capital 
in the Republic. 


attention :— 


Capital. 

| Dols. gold. 

Tramways . 29,970,017 
Farms, cattle ranches, &e., , belonging to companies =A eo 24,232,974 
Electric light and gas companies 17,656,060 
Various commerc‘al undertakings 35,009,675 
Total ... 616,822,712 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,479.) 


Aug. 2, 1900.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 281 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 


and 30 Weeks ended 26th July, 1900. 


Week | 30 Weeks ; 
ended ended 
26th July, 26th July 
1900. 1900. 
Imrorts. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
East Indian ... ove aia 1,819 27,366 
Miscellaneous ... ove ose 6,404 34,170 
Total... 27,672 1,810,511 
EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
American ove oe ave 1,351 135,792 
Miscellaneous ... as we 185 6,166 
Total 2,887 215,400 


| 
| 
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Corn Prices, 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
28th July, 1900, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1832. 


— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. ad. 
Wheat 33,088 0 29 3 
Barley ons ooo 194 2 24 
Oats ... 3,335 3 19 9 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1896 to 1899 :— 


| 
Quantities Sold. | Average Price. 
Corre- 
sponding i 
eek in 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. } Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 


Qrs. Bus. | Qrs. Bus.) Qrs, Bus. s. d. 
1896 ...| 18,103 2 509 «4,995 7 | 283 8 | 19 7 1410 


1897 ...| 40,111 0 | 503 3 | 2497 2 | 2810 | 1710 | 19 o 

1898... 10,701 7 | 123 3 | 3305 4 | 3611 | 24 2 | 2011 

1899 ...| 49,692 3 | 257 7 | 4,940 0 | 25 2 | 22 5 | 18 2 
| 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


| | 
| 
| | | 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural i 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
28th July, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the corre- 
sponding week of the previous year. 
Week ended | Correspond- 
28th July, ing week 
1900. in 1899. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... vm Number 12.549 11,608 
Sheep and lambs... ooo ooo eee ” 7,762 7,123 
Swine eee ose eee eee eee ” 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef oe eve Cwts, 87,882 68,569 
Mutton ... ” 67,377 80,953 
Salted or preserved meat:— 
Pork ove ” 7,122 4,735 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... * 7,742 8,085 
Meat,preserved, otherwise than bysalting 15,611 13,152 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Margarine ... soo ose ” 16,263 14,820 
Milk, condensed ane 16,514 14,561 
Milk and cream, fresh or preserved, 
other than condensed milk ... eee “ 292 140 
Eggs ... ane Grt. Hundr, 283 902 327,083 
Poultry and game ... sre pa one Value £ 2,645 1,898 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) Cwts. 12 947 11,043 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
a heat Cwte, 1,152,000 1,295,600 
Wheat-meal and flour ... 419,700 400,100 
Maize orIndiancorn ... 955,300 1,440,500 
by the | | 
Apricots and peaches* ... te 1,453 
Cwts, Bushels. 
Cherries... eco 14,212 19,501 
Currants* ... eee 6,050 
rapes... ose eee 14,419 9, 
Oranges... ose eos 5,692 6,320 
Pears ese 12,055 22,052 
Plums eve 27,636 71,171 
Strawberries*® ... awe 828 
Unenumerated ... ove 52,842 134.736 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions eee eee Bushels. 131,842 129,284 
Potatoes ... ose Cwts. 75,678 88,723 
Unenumerated .... aps Value £ 14,77 48,580 
* These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900. 
¢ Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900. 


id 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and Britieh Possessions. 
I.—IMPORTS. 


Statement of the Imports of Merchandise into the undermentioned 
Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


Imports. 
| Period of 
Countries, | | 
| ending | 1898, | 1899, | 1900. 
Belgium* (6 Months) ... | June ......! Francs 981,636,000 | 1,032,890,000 | 1,035,965,000 
France (6 months) ...... June ...... Francs 2,341,829,000 | 2,341,092,000 | 2,813,565,000 
Spain* (5 Months) ...... May ...... Pesetas 266,512,000 | 861,164,000 | 349,105,000 
Portugal (1 Month) January...| Milrcis —_ 3,186,000 3,354,000 4,183,000 
Italy (5 Months) ...... May ...... Lire 589,288,000 | 630,752,000 | 653,701,000 
ead (5 May ....... Kronen 724,704,000 694,897,000 725,547,000 
Mon (1897-8.) (1898-9,) (1899-1900. ) 
United St States (11 Mchs.) | May ...... Dollars 564,784,000 | 635,391,000 | 788,881,000 
(1897-8.) (1898-9 ) (1899-1900.) 
Mexico} ( 10 Months)... | April ...... Dollars 36,075,000 40,373,000 49,547,000 
British India (1 Month) | April...... Rupees 5,25,71,000 6,31,47,000 5,54,01,000: 
(1897-8.) (1898-9.) | (1899-1900.) 
Canada (11 Months) ... | May ...... Dollars 113,448,720 | 133,765,158 | 158,109,682 
In Povyps 
| £ | £ 
Belgium* (6Months) ... | June ...... 39,265,000 41,316,000 | 41,439,000 
France (6 Months) ...... | June ...... | 93,673,000 93,644,000 92,543,000 
Spain* (5 Months) ...... | May ......| 10,661,000 14,447,000 | 18,964,000 
Portugal (1 Month)...... | Jasuary... 717,000 752,000 941,000 
Italy (5 Months)......... 23,572,000 25,230,000 26,148,000 
Austria-Hungary | May ......! 30,196,000 28,933,000 | 30,231,000 
(5 Mths.) | | (1897-8.) (1898-9.) | (1899-1900.) 
United States (11 Mths.) May ...... 117,663,000 132,373,000 | — 164,350,000 
| | (1897-8.) (1898-9.) | (1899-1900.) 
Mexicot (10 Months)... April...... | 7,215,000 8,075,000 9,909,000 
| | Re. ke. Re, 
British India (1 Month). April ...... 5,257,100 6,314,700 5,540,400 
£ (1K97-8.) £ (1898-9) |£ (1899-1900) 
Canada (11 Months) ... | May ...... 23,685,000 27,868,000 32,939,000 
United Kingdom (6 Ms.) June ...... 235,996,000 236,737,000 | 255,657,000 


* Value of Principal Articles Imported only. 
+ The values of the imports are stated in gold, and the dollar has been converted into: 
The figures for Mexico include Bullion and Specie. 


English currency at the rate of 4s. 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions—continued. 


II.—EXPORTS. 


Statement of the Exports of Merchandise from the undermentioned 
Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


Period of pee, 
Countries. Year 
ending 1898. 1899. 1900. 

Belgium* (6 Months)... | June ...... Francs 815,038,000 836,475,000 825,797,000 
France (6 Months)... | June ......| Francs 1,685,599,000 | 1,953,799,000 | 2,003,821,000 
Spain* (5 Months) ...|May Pesstas 335,514,000 | 274,620,000 | 285,908,000 
Portugal (1 Month)...... January ..; Milreis 2,026,000 2,355,000 2,530,000 
Italy (5 Months) May ...| Lire 485,733,000 | 575,378,000 | 576,225,000 
Austria-Hungary May ......| Kronen 607,135,000 | 730,800,000 738,275,000 
(5 Mths.) (1897-8. (1898-9.) | (1899-1900.) 

United States (11 Mths.) | May ...... Dollars, 117,280,000 1,109,541,000 | 1,264,269,000 
(1898-9.) (1899-1900.) 
Mexicot (10 Months)... | April ...| Dollars 000 113,900,000 120,320,000 
British India (1 Month) | April ...| Rupees 9,27,36,000 8,99,18,000 7,73,64.000 
18 8. (1898-9, (1899-1900.) 
Canada (11 Months) ... | May ......) Dollars 126,898,033 119,631,681 137,345,652 

In Pounps 
x x 

Belgium* (6 Months)... June 82,602,000 33,459,000 | 33,032,000 
France (6 Months) ... | June 67,424,000 78,152,000 80,153,000 
Spain* (5 Months) ... May 13,421,000 10,985,900 11,436,000 
Portugal (1 Month) ... January... 456,000- 530,000 569,000 
Italy (5 Months) ... May 19,429,000 23,015,000 | 23,049,000 
Austria-Hungary May .. 25,297,000 30,450,000 30,761,000 
(5 Mths. (1897-8.) (1898-9.) | (1899-1900,) 

United States a Mths.) | May 232,766,000 231,154,000 | 263,389,000 
(1897-8.) (1898-9,) | (1899-1900.) 

Mexicot (10 Months) ... | April 10,572,000 11,390,000 12,032,000 

Re. Re. Ra. 

British India (1 Month) | April 9,273,600 8,991,800 7,736,400 
£ (1897-8.) £ (1898-9.) |£ (1899-1900.) 

Canada (11 Months) ... | May 26,437,000 24,923,000 | 28,614,000 
United Kingdom** June 112,508,000 126,522,000 144,377,000 

(6 Months) 


* Value of Principal Articles Exported only, 
al The values of the exports are stated in silver and the dollar has been converted ir to 


Englieh currency at the rate of 2s, 


Exports cf British and Irish produce and manufactures. 


The figures for Mexico include Bullion and Specie. 
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TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of June, 1900, have been pub- 
lished. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of each 
month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present instance 
83d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from Messrs. 
Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. John Menzies 
& Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile Street, 
Glasgow ; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1899 is now issued, and may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 43d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1895 to 1899 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number for the 15th ult. contains 
special articles on the State of the Labour Market in June; 
Recent Changes in Agricultural Wages; Standard Piece Rates 
and Sliding Scales; Sickness Insurance in Germany in 1898; 
Strike of Cotton Weavers in Ghent ; New Conciliation and Arbitra- 
tion Law of Geneva, d&c., &c. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Technical Instruction Committees (Women Members). 289. 
Price 1d. 

This Return shows that in England (excepting Monmouth), 
women serve on the Technical Instruction Committee or the Com- 
mittee recognised under Clause VII. of the Science and Art 
Directory in six out of 49 counties, and in nine out of 61 county 
boroughs, the total number of women members being 27 in the 
counties and 22 in the county boroughs. In Wales (including 
Monmouth), there are women on the Technical Instruction Com- 
mittee in three out of 13 counties and in one out of three county 
boroughs ; the total number of women members being eight in 


he former case and four in the latter. 
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Report from the Select Committee on the Registration of Firms 
Bill. 281. Price 


This is the report of a Select Committee of the House of 
Commons, nominated to consider and report on the Registration of 
Firms Bill. The Committee report that the evidence heard shows 
the desirability of obtaining public disclosure of all individuals 
who, at a fixed place, employ for the purposes of trade the names 
or styles of companies or partnerships or any form of plural desig- 
nation. An effective register of this information would not only 
tend to facilitate commerce, but would secure the identification of 
persons liable to legal proceedings or amenable to Local Govern- 
ment and other requirements. The Committee, whilst unable for 
various reasons to advise Parliamentary sanction being given to 
the Bill referred for their report, recommend the subject as well 
deserving of consideration with a view to legislation. 


Reports of other Parliamentary Committees on subjects of more 
or less trade interest which have been recently issued are :— 


Report from the Standing Commiitee on Trade on the Companies 
Bill. 288. Price 3d. 


Report from the Select Committee on Boilers’ Registration and 
Inspection. 294. Price 24d. 


Report from the Standing Committee on Law on the Money 
Lending Bill. 297. Price 1gd. 


Report of the Inspectors of Irish Fisheries on the Sea and Inland 
Fisheries of Ireland for 1899, [Od. 222.] Price 1s. 2d. 


According to this report there were 6,690 vessels and boats 
actually engaged in the sea fisheries of Ireland in 1899, as 
compared with 6,707 in 1898. There were 25,388 men ard 
919 boys employed, showing an increase on the previous year of 
182 men and a decrease of 50 boys. The total value of sea fish 
landed in 1899, so far as information is available, was 460,368/., as 
compared with 392,587/. in 1898. The value of the Irish salmon 
exported to nine of the principal English market in 1899 was 
computed at 492,084/., but accurate statistics of the total amount of 
salmon captured in Ireland do not exist. 

The Appendices to the Report contain details of the various 
Irish fisheries in 1899, statements as to fishery bye-laws, &c., in 
force, and statistics of fish conveyed by rail. 


Lighteenth Annual Report of the Fishery Board for Scotland, 
being for the Year 1899. Part LII. Scientific Investigation. [Cd. 
211.) Price 3s. 9d. 


This is a Report on the scientific investigations carried out in 
1899 under the auspices of the Fishery Board for Scotland, 
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the subjects dealt with including trawling experiments, hatching 
and rearing of food fishes, the life history of the crab, the parasites 
of fishes, seine-net fishing for herrings, the mackerel of the East 
and West coasts of Scotland, the fishes of the Firth of Clyde, the 
surface currents of the North Sea, the natural history of the plaice, 
&c., &e 


Commercial No. 3 (1900). Reports from H.M. Representatives in 
Europe on the Metric System. Part I. (Cd. 253.) Price 34d. 

This is a collection of reports from H.M. representatives in 
Austria-Hungary, Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark, France, Germany, 
Greece, Italy, Luxemburg, Montenegro, Netherlands, Portugal, 
Roumania, Russia, Servia, Spain, Sweden and Norway, Switzer- 
land, on the following points in regard to the metric system. 

1, The ease or difficulty with which the change of systems was 
made, the manner of introduction of the metric system, and the 
time occupied in making the change ; 

2. How far the metric system is satisfactory in its practical 
operation, and whether there is any desire to return to former 
systems; and 

3. As to the effect the adoption of the metric system has had 
upon the commerce of the nations adopting it. 


Africa No. 6 (1900.) Preliminary Report by Her Majesty's 
Special Commissioner on the Protectorate of Uganda. [Cd. 256.] 
Price 2d. 


This is a short Report giving a resumé of the impressions of 
Sir H. Johnston, H.M. Special Commissioner, on the climate, 
people, resources, and present condition of the Uganda Protectorate. 
At the close of his mission, the Commissioner hopes to deal with 
those subjects in greater detail. 


Accounts relating to the Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions No. VI. 75-v. Price 34d. 


This is the sixth number of the monthly accounts relating to 
the trade of some of the principal Foreign Countries and British 
Possessions, which are issued periodically by the Board of Trade. 
The present number contains detailed statements relating to 
Germany, Holland, Belgium, France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, 
Austria-Hungary, the United States, British India, and Canada, 
the statements for each country dealing with the latest period for 
which returns have been received at the Board of Trade at the 
date of preparation. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and 
may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. | Price, 
2371 Denmark Ges. Supplementary) ose ove | 4d. 
2372 Senegal and Dependencies an on) 
2373 German East Africa (Coast Towns) (1899) oe ooo | 2d. 
2374 Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) . on | 
2375 Germany, Prussian Finance, 1897-1900 eee ese | 
2376 Naples (1899) ove eee ne eo 24. 
2377 Hangchow (1898) «| 1d. 
2378 Portugal (1897 and 1898) ose |< 
2379 Hiogo and Osaka (1898) ove eo | 
2380 Yous (1898-99) ove os} 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898-99) 23d. 
2382 New Orleans and District (1899) ore | 
2383 Servia (1898 and 1899)... ove ove | 
2384 Somali Coast ... eee ose ee | 
2385 Thessaly (1899) aon 1d. 
2389 Para (1898-99) eee 1d. 
2390 Italy (1898 and 1899) oe | 83d. 
2391 Texas (1899) ... eee 
2392 Curacoa and Dependencies (1899) | 
2393 La Rochelle and District (1899) .. eos 
2394 Charlestown and District (1899) aes | 
2395 Coquimbo (1898) ove | 
2396 Trebizond and Sivas (1899) ... | 
2397 Japan (1899) ... tee ooo | 
2398 Baltimore (1899) 2d. 
2399 Mozambique and Quilimane (1899) ove ld, 
2400 Germany (1899) ese 24d. 
2401 Stockholm and East Swedish Coast (1899) 24d. 
2402 Bohemia (1899) eee 1}d. 
2403 Pomerania (1899) ove 3d. 
2404 Aleppo (1899)... eee ove tee eee 1}d. 
2405 | Palbetine (1899), ld. 
2406 Cadiz and District (1899) 2d. 
2407 Corunna aad District (1899) 24d. 
2408 Patras ead District (1899) ooo 
2409 Calais (1899) ... ove ove 
2410 Pireeus (1899)... oes ove ove ld. 
2411 Cyclades (1899) ote ld. 
2412 Brest (1899) . oes soe ld. 
2413 Lombardy (1899) coe 1d. 
2414 Chicago and District (1899) . eee oe 2d. 
2415 Bordeaux and District (1899) eve oe 3d. 
2416 Trieste (1899)... ee 1}d. 
2417 Leghorn and Ancona (1899) 2d. 
2418 Corsica (1899) ose ld. 
2419 Samoa (1899)... eee eee ons 1d, 
2420 Malaga (1899) $00 3d, 
2421 Ningpo (1899) os ove ld. 
2423 New York (1899) ove ove ave . oo | 23d. 
2424 Batoum (1899) . 13d. 


i 
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No. Place. Price 
2425 Poland (1899) ove 23d. 
2426 Paraguay (1899) = ld. 
2427 Beira (1899) ... lid, 
2428 Bussorah (18£9) eee ld. 
2429 Ichang (1899) ... hd. 
2430 Shasbih (1899) obs ive 4d. 
2433 Philadelphia (1899) _... ose 2d. 
2435 Nice and District (1899) ld. 
2436 Philippine Islands ose 14d. 
2437 | Pakhoi (1899) wee | 44d. 
2438 Genoa (1899) ise 2d. 
2440 Pondicherry (1899) _... ‘i 1d. 
2442 Persian Gulf (1899) 2d. 
2443 Swatow (1899) 1d, 
2444 Yokohama (1899) 1}d. 
2445 Bilbao (1899) a 2d, 
2446 Dunkirk (1899) ee 1d. 
2447 Taganrog (1899) ms oo 2d. 
2448 Switzerland (1899) 14d. 
2449 | Hangchow (1899) 
2450 Baden (1899) .. 1d. 
2451 Islands (1899) .. ld. 
2452 Java (1899)... 13d. 
2453 Tripoli (1899) 4d. 
2454 Porto Alegre (1899) ld. 
2455 Denmark (1899) 9d. 
2456 Bengazi (1899) 1d. 
2457 | Wuhu(1899) ... 
2458 Elba (1899)... 1d. 
2459 Baghdad (1899) 4d. 
2461 Goa (1899)... hd. 
2462 Smyrna (1899) 6d, 
2463 Honduras (1899) ove eos 1d. 
2464 Sonora (1899) 
2465 Porto Rico (1899) wes iid. 
2466 Caracas (1899) 14d. 
2467 Samshui (1899) ai ld. 
2468 Salonica (1899) ae 24d, 
2469 Chinkiang (1899) bon 1d. 
2470 Bahia (1899) ld. 
2471 Norway (1899) ots 43d. 
2472 Algeria (1899) 24d. 
2473 Cuba (1899) . ots 2d. 
2474 Sardinia (1899) ld. 
2475 Rio de Janeiro (1899) . 3d, 
2476 Boston (1899)... 2d. 
2477 Erzeroum (1899) ld. 
2478 Chefoo (1899) ms ld. 
2479 Argentine Republic (1899) om ld, 
2480 Buenos Ayres(1899)_... 2d. 
2481 Chile (1899) 3d. 
2482 Greece (Finances in 1900) AY ae lid. 
2483 Austria-Hungary (1899) 2d. 
2484 Frankfort-on-Main (1899) 3d. 
2485 French Indo-China 4d. 
2486 Roumania (1899) 2d. 
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No. Place. Price. 
2487 Tientsin (1899) 3d. 
2488 Guatemala (1899) 
2489 Bavaria (1899) 14d 


2491 Bonnei and Sarawak (1899) 


| 
| 
2492 | Hawaiian Islands (1899) v6 


Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on 
subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued in 
1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 
519 Belgium.—Flax Industry of Courtrai_... id, 
520 France.—Report on French Colonies ake ooo 5d. 
521 Germany.—New Imperial German Mortgage Bank Law ...| 1d. 
522 Russia.—Report on Russian Railways... 4d. 
523 Russia.—Report on the Russian Coal Crisis 4d. 
524 Germany.—Report on the German Colonial Estimates for 1900 1d. 
525 Germany.—Memorandum on German Imports and Exports 3d. 


of “Iron and Ironware,” and “ Implements, Machines,” 
&c., from 1897 to 1899. 

526 United States.—Shipping and Shipbuilding on the American | 2d, 
Lakes. 
527 Tripoli.—Agriculture, Horticulture, and other Natural Re-| 2d. 
sources of Tripoli. 
528 Germeny.—Report on the German Colonies for the year} 3d. 
ending June 30, 1899 “ 
529 Russia.—ixeport on the Waterw ay between the Baltic and 1d. 


Black Sea ... eee eee 
530 Brazil.—Report on the State of Amazonas 23d. 
531 Austria-Hungary.—Report on State encouragement to In- 

dustry in Hungary ... oon ae 13d. 
532 United States.—Mining Industry of Colorado ove sg ld. 
533 Russia.—Report on the Trans-Siberian Railway... 34d. 
534 Belgium.—Keport on the present state of the Cd Coal, 

Metal, and Glass Industries... 4d. 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series have also been issued this 
year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 


1 Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin . 3d. 
2 Agreement between the ‘United Kingdom and France for the 
exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates ... 4d. 
3 Declaration between the United Kingdom and France pro- 
longing for one year the Declaration of 11th December, 
1888, regulating — communication between the 
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Declaration between the United Kingdom and the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg seed the Reciprocal Protection 
of Trade Marks ese ose 

Procés-Verbal recording the accession of the Russian empire 
to the Cape Spartel International Lighthouse Convention 
of 3lst May, 1865... one 

International Sanitary Convention 

Cenvention and Declaration between the United. Kingdom 
and Germany for the settlement of the Samoan and other 
questions ... 

Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
the United States of America for the adjustment of ques- 
tions relating to Samoa... 

Treaty between the United Kingdom and the Republic of 
San Marino for the Mutual Extradition of Fugitive 
Criminals ... 

Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
the United States of America, relating to the Settlement 
of Certain Claims in Samoa by Arbitration 

Convention between the United Kingdom and France, regu- 
lating the Telegraphic Communication between the two 
countries... 

Accession of the Republic of Uruguay to the Convention 
signed at Geneva 22nd August, 1864, for the ameliora- 
tion of the condition of the wounded in armies in the 

es Convention respecting the Liquor traffic in 
Africa 

Treaty of Friendship, “Commerce and Navigation between 
the United Kingdom and the Republic of Honduras 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 


Jamaica 


Seychelles... 

Christmas and CGocos-Keeling Islands 
Straits Settlements 
Basutoland ... 

Niger Coast Protectorate 

British Guiana 

Falkland Islands 

British New Guinea 

Bermuda 
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a | 
| ad. 
5 ¢ 
td. 
6 | 3d. 
7 
| a. 4] 
8 
id. 
9 
1d. 
10 
a. 
11 
d. 
12 a 
13 | 
1d. 
14 
1}d. 4 
; No. | Place. | Price. 
283 eee eee eee eee eee eee 4d, 
284 Lagos eee eee eee eee eee eee 1d. | 
286 ot | 
290 ~ 
293 wi | 


a 
g 
a 


